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Introduction 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development gives a positive vision for the future of our 

civilisation, in which no-one is left behind. It outlines 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs)1 which UN member states are expected to use to guide their own agendas and 

policies between now and the year 2030. The 193 UN member states officially adopted the 

Agenda in September 2015. 

 

The SDGs are 

complemented by a set 

of 169 specific targets 

providing detailed aims 

within each goal. These 

more clearly delineate 

the kinds of actions 

decision makers should 

be undertaking in order 

to bring about the 

future we want. 

Member states are 

encouraged to conduct 

regular reviews of 

progress towards 

implementing the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development at a national and subnational level. These voluntary 

national reviews (VNRs) are intended to facilitate the implementation of the SDGs through 

the sharing of information including successes and lessons learned. They are presented at 

the annual High Level Political Forum (HLPF) which occurs in July every year.  

 

Sustainable resource use is one of the preconditions of sustainable development. Several 

efforts aim to ensure that production, consumption and disposal of materials is responsible 

with respect to the needs of future generations and globally just in that it does not involve 

the exploitation of vulnerable people anywhere in the world. 

 

This report aims to highlight the extent to which SDG implementation efforts help to tackle 

real life challenges on the ground in the area of sustainable resource use. This is examined 

on the basis of case studies of VNRs. We also shed light on some of the problems with the 

                                              
1 The SDGs and their accompanying targets can be found here https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs
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system of VNRs submitted by UN 

member states, particularly with 

respect to resource-use related 

issues. We emphasise the need for a 

strategic approach to 

implementation of the SDGs at a 

national level. Member states 

should consider how the SDGs link 

to the specific needs of their people and therefore work on tackling the real problems that 

they face on the ground. Our case studies highlight some gaps in current reporting and we 

make recommendations as to how to improve this going forward. We hope that our analysis 

will inform countries and stakeholders about current problems with the SDG implementation 

framework and the VNRs in relation to resource use related issues. We also hope that it will 

aid them in any advocacy work they undertake to push for more effective reporting on SDG 

implementation in future. 
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Resource use and Sustainable Development 
The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development describes itself as ‘a plan of action for 

people, planet and prosperity’2 suggesting that it will involve social, environmental and 

economic dimension (though several stakeholders refer to sustainable development through 

the five Ps, adding partnership and peace to the framework). It is always crucial, however, 

to consider the many interlinkages among the various aspects of sustainable development, 

and avoid approaching the SDGs as sectoral objectives. All the goals will have some 

relevance to social, environmental and economic issues, either through their own explicit 

requirements or through their relations to other goals.   

Resources can refer to materials, carbon, water and land, and the case studies collected in 

the report are relevant to all these types of resources. Materials are first extracted, 

manufactured into goods, used and disposed of. During each of these phases there are many 

social, environmental or economic issues that may arise. The extraction phase is often 

linked to the 

environmental issue 

of resource 

depletion, but as 

well as this there 

may be social issues 

such as the 

exploitation of 

extraction workers. 

The production 

phase can also 

often involve the 

exploitation of 

workers, as well as 

leading to 

environmental 

issues such as pollution and contamination due to poor regulation. Additionally, economic 

and tax justice issues may arise when, due to tax cuts and low wages, profits do not benefit 

the state budget, the local community or local workers, but instead go almost exclusively to 

multinational corporations. The use phase of resources can be related to environmental 

issues such as pollution and greenhouse gas emissions contributing to climate change, for 

example in the case of the use of vehicle transport. It can also lead to social issues such as 

health problems, for example due to polluted air or technology changing our lifestyles. 

                                              
2 United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development available from 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/post2015/transformingourworld
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Finally, in the end phase the disposal of products can involve environmental issues such as 

contamination due to lack of proper handling of hazardous waste, and social issues when the 

hazardous waste is exported and improperly treated in developing countries. This in turn can 

lead to health problems in a community and, further, a community that is affected by 

widespread ill health is also more likely to struggle financially, an economic issue. The 

disposal of products also means their economic value is wasted, in terms of not only the 

materials constituting them, but also the energy and knowledge embedded in them. Thus 

the way the economy is organised (a circular or a throwaway model) is also an economic 

issue. 

The above should demonstrate the relevance of all three dimensions (social, environmental 

and economic) of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to resource-related 

activities. This is complemented by the role of governance, which transverses the three 

dimensions. All of the SDGs bear some relevance to resource use activities. Countries 

working on implementing the SDGs therefore need to pay careful attention to the particular 

resource-related issues their population faces, and take a holistic approach to 

implementation efforts. In order to uphold their commitment to the 2030 Agenda countries 

must address the particular problems facing their citizens. They cannot assume that the 

SDGs do not cover them meaning they can be considered less of a priority.  

A simplified analysis of how each SDG and its accompanying targets link to resource-related 

activities can be found in the Annex. 
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Methodology 

Our case studies examine country specific challenges of sustainable resource use identified 

using the EJAtlas website3. We cover seven countries that have submitted a VNR. We 

researched challenges within these countries further using recent news stories and research 

papers, as much as possible limiting these to material from 2016 onwards. A report 

summarising both the environmental justice issue and the points made in the country’s VNR 

was compiled, with some of the VNRs having to be translated into English using Google 

Translate prior to analysis. For some of the countries covered there also existed shadow 

reports on SDG implementation produced by civil society. If this was the case these were 

also analysed as an interesting contrast to the VNR itself. A summary of the deficiencies of 

the VNR in addressing the relevant environmental justice issue was then produced based on 

these analyses. From these case studies overall recommendations for better practice for 

reporting on the implementation of the SDGs, particularly in relation to resource-related 

activities, were developed. 

 

The EJ Atlas collects stories about 

communities struggling for 

environmental justice from around 

the world in order to increase their 

visibility and push for more 

corporate and state accountability. 

 

The VNRs are produced in 

accordance with individual 

countries’ own procedures and are 

made available on the VNR 

database4 along with a summary of 

key findings. They are intended to serve as a basis for reviews of progress on national 

implementation of the SDGs by the high-level political forum (HLPF). The expectation is that 

they will provide a platform for partnerships through the involvement of stakeholders and 

also that they will facilitate the sharing of experiences such as successes and lessons 

learned. It is hoped that the VNRs will strengthen national government policies and mobilise 

stakeholder support, accelerating the implementation of the SDGs. 

                                              
3 The EJAtlas is available from https://ejatlas.org/. It is directed at ICTA-UAB by Leah Temper and Joan Martinez Alier and coordinated by 

Daniela Del Bene, at the Institute of Environmental Science and Technology (ICTA) at the Universitat Autonoma de Barcelona. It has the 
support of the ENVJUSTICE project (ERC Advanced Grant 2016-2021), and the ACKnowl-EJ (Academic-Activist Co-Production of Knowledge 
for Environmental Justice, 2015-2018) funded by the Transformations to Sustainability Programme. 
4 A database of submitted VNRs can be found here https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/ 
 

https://ejatlas.org/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/vnrs/


 

 

8
 

Case Studies 

1) Mexico City’s Drinking Water Issues 

 

Outline of Problem 

 

Mexico City struggles to provide clean water for all its citizens. The city is elevated high 

above sea level and most of its lakes and rivers are drained, making it challenging for the 

city to obtain drinking water from nearby sources. A Guardian article on the issue states, 

“about 70% of the city has fewer than 12 hours of running water per day. In the hardest hit 

areas, 18% of the population have to wait several days for just an hour or two of supply.”5 

The city has resorted to expensive pumping systems carrying water from distant locations. 

The biggest single source of water for the city is the Cutzamala reservoir system in the land 

of the indigenous Mazahua, who argue that they do not receive enough in return for their 

participation. 

Organized indigenous 

groups such as the 

Zapatista Army of 

Mazahua Women in 

Defence of Water are 

demanding proper 

access to the water 

from their lands.  

 

When asked by the 

Guardian whether he 

was worried about 

drought, one of the 

civil engineers 

involved in the process 

of supplying water to Mexico City answered “No, what I fear is conflict between 

communities.” The water pressure in the pipes matches the income level of a given area. 

Both decrease the farther east you go. The middle class in the centre of the city have about 

half the pressure of the wealthy west of them. Further out the taps “are dry more often 

than not”. The Guardian also reports that some people in these areas have to rely on dealers 

                                              
5 Salcedo A. (2015, November 12) Mexico City’s water crisis - from source to sewer The Guardian Retrieved from 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/nov/12/mexico-city-water-crisis-source-sewer  
 

https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/nov/12/mexico-city-water-crisis-source-sewer
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selling purified water just to get a safe drink. Another source describes how truck drivers 

delivering water may be held at gunpoint in poor neighbourhoods or attacked by mobs of 

desperate people.6 

 

One proposed solution is to privatise the water supply, but critics say this will not guarantee 

safer drinking water. Some civil society organizations propose filling up the land that used to 

be Lake Chalco before it was drained for use as drinking water. Another solution could be 

using natural rainwater through collection on the roofs of buildings such as schools.  

 

The Guardian also describes how waste-water canal failures are another problem facing 

Mexico City as it can lead to homes being flooded with filthy sludge. In response the 

government has started a huge new drainage project and Mexico’s richest man Carlos Slim 

has funded a new waste treatment plant. However, the local indigenous community of the 

Hñähñü claim that this plant has resulted in their land being used as a dumping ground.  

 

The government generally does not support the kinds of cheaper solutions to problems that 

are proposed by civil society. 

 

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

 

SDG Relevant Targets 

1) End poverty in all its forms 

everywhere 

 

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in 

particular the poor and the vulnerable, have equal 

rights to economic resources, as well as access to 

basic services, ownership and control over land and 

other forms of property, inheritance, natural 

resources, appropriate new technology and financial 

services, including microfinance. 

6) Ensure availability and 

sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all. 

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access 

to safe and affordable drinking water for all. 

6.4 By 2030, substantially increase water-use 

efficiency across all sectors and ensure sustainable 

withdrawals and supply of freshwater to address 

water scarcity and substantially reduce the number 

of people suffering from water scarcity. 

6.5 By 2030, implement integrated water resources 

management at all levels, including through 

transboundary cooperation as appropriate. 

                                              
6 L. Collins (2016, October 14) Mexico: Where Government and Water Do Not Mix University of Denver Water Law Review Retrieved from 

http://duwaterlawreview.com/tag/valle-de-chalco/ 

http://duwaterlawreview.com/tag/valle-de-chalco/
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6.B Support and strengthen the participation of local 

communities in improving water and sanitation 

management. 

9) Build resilient 

infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster 

innovation. 

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure, including regional and 

transborder infrastructure, to support economic 

development and human well-being, with a focus on 

affordable and equitable access for all. 

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of 

clean and environmentally sound technologies and 

industrial processes, with all countries taking action 

in accordance with their respective capabilities. 

11) Make cities and human 

settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable. 

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable 

urbanization and capacity for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable human settlement 

planning and management in all countries. 

12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

 

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management 

and efficient use of natural resources. 

12.7 Promote public procurement practices that are 

sustainable, in accordance with national policies and 

priorities. 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

Mexico’s VNR7 highlights that it still faces challenges in various sectors, with examples 

including reducing maternal mortality and limiting CO2 emissions.  

 

The review is described as having been carried out in a ‘participatory environment’ with the 

points of view of the institutions of Government, civil society organisations, academia, 

legislative bodies and the private sector being taken into account. However, it is also stated 

that it will still be ‘necessary to reinforce the participation spaces, specifically, the dialogue 

with civil society, academia, private sector and local governments’ going forward. It is 

proposed the monitoring of implementation of the 2030 Agenda should involve half yearly 

                                              
7 Mexico’s VNR can be accessed from https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10756Full%20report%20Mexico%20-

%20HLPF%202016%20FINAL.pdf 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10756Full%20report%20Mexico%20-%20HLPF%202016%20FINAL.pdf
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10756Full%20report%20Mexico%20-%20HLPF%202016%20FINAL.pdf
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reports along with consultations with academics, civil society, experts and interested 

members of the public. Information will be made available on a public website.  

 

The VNR acknowledges its own general limitations as a first attempt, stating, ‘this first 

exercise of voluntary review is perfectible and...will be open to feedback derived from 

FPAN’ (FPAN refers to the HLPF).  

 

‘The National Plan of Development 2013-2018 (PND), stands as the central element to 

analyse the alignment and coherence between the ODS (SDGs) and the six-year public 

policy.’ The VNR states that the NDP 2013-2018 reflects the concordance between Mexico’s 

strategy for dealing with problems in its country and the international communities agreed 

vision. The importance of legislative bodies is also highlighted in their need to ensure 

regulations facilitate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  

 

In the main body of the VNR Mexico provides very brief tables to demonstrate how the NDP 

and legislative reforms are aligned with the SDGs. These simply tick whether each 

reform/axis of the NDP relates to a given SDG and give little insight into specific actions that 

are being or will be taken. In the annex slightly more detail is given as to which targets 

within the SDGs are covered by which axes/legislative reforms. The NDP axis ‘prosperous’ is 

said to cover the SDG targets 6.1, 6.4, 6.5 and 6.B on water availability and management, 

9.1 and 9.4 on sustainable infrastructure, 11.3 on sustainable infrastructure and 12.2 and 

12.7 on sustainable use of natural resources and sustainable public procurement. In the main 

body there is also a table rating the alignment of current policy and actions with the SDGs 

using a red, orange, green coding system, but again this gives little insight into actual 

intentions for action.  

 

In the annex there is also a table of how the various interministerial committees cover the 

SDGs. The ‘Climate Change’ committee is said to cover the relevant SDG targets on water 

management, target 9.1 on sustainable infrastructure is not covered, 9.4 on upgrading 

infrastructure for sustainability is again covered by the Climate Change committee, target 

11.3 on sustainable urbanisation is covered by the Climate Change committee and the 

committee for housing, and 12.2 and 12.7 on sustainable use of natural resources and 

sustainable public procurement are also covered by the Climate Change committee.  

 

It is stated that an important lesson from the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) for 

Mexico is ‘monitoring and compliance must transcend the different changes of Government. 

Hence the importance of building solid institutional structures that remain over time.’ 
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Mexico says that is has so far defined indicators for 11 of the 17 SDGs. The importance of 

local work is again highlighted by the idea of region-specific indicators. It is stated that 

there is a, ‘need to define them (indicators) from the inequalities which persist in the 

country, i.e. at the regional level suggest measurement of certain types of indicators that 

correspond to the specific demands of a region or locality.’ 

 

Conclusions 

Overall, this VNR focuses on the proposed strategy to coordinate different actors (civil 

society, government, and the private sector) to tackle the SDGs. It is positive that the 

importance of multiple stakeholders and local bodies being involved is highlighted, as well as 

the need for a more long term approach, despite the inevitably short term political cycle. 

Coverage of the need for indicators to judge implementation efforts is important, though 

more work needs to be done to ensure all 17 SDGs have corresponding indicators. 

 

There is some discussion of the individual SDGs in terms of how they align with national 

policy and legislative reforms and how they are covered by interministerial committees, but 

very little detail is given of what this will actually lead to in practice. It is acknowledged 

that there are still challenges for Mexico, but only two vague examples of these are given - 

maternal mortality and CO2 emissions. There is no mention of specific issues like Mexico 

City’s water system.  

 

In relation to the water issue, critics say the government is too set on starting mega-projects 

rather than supporting simpler and more sustainable solutions proposed by civil society. 

Critics also say that the government’s proposal to let the private sector take over the 

municipal water system would not make it more accessible or safer for the poorest in Mexico 

City. The government therefore seems to be going in the wrong direction in terms of 

achievement of the SDGs in this area, particularly with respect to target 6.B which 

encourages involving the local community in water management. It seems that in 

coordinating different actors going forward it might be important for Mexico to evaluate the 

influence of the government and the private sector compared to that of civil society. This 

might lead to more appropriate and targeted solutions to the specific problems faced by its 

people such as the drinking water issue in Mexico City. 
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2) Norway’s Drilling Issues 

 

Outline of Problem 

 

The Norwegian government provided a 

record number of blocks for drilling in 

the Arctic Circle in June of 2017, which 

was a continuation of the country’s 

interest in exploration for oil since 

2016. This threatens the local fish 

population as well as raising questions 

about the country’s commitment to 

combatting climate change made in the 

Paris Agreement. 

The oil ministry is encouraging oil 

exploration by selling blocks to 

companies like Statoil, Lundin, 

Chevron, Lukoil, OMV and Eni SpA. In 

June 2017 the country proposed a 

record 102 blocks for drilling located in 

the Barents Sea and the Norwegian Sea. 

This was done despite the country’s 

own Environment Agency’s call to 

remove blocks near Bear Island where 

birds from the arctic region nest.8   

 

Greenpeace’s lawsuit against the Norwegian government was approved by the courts in 

February 2017 and legal proceedings start in November 2017.9 Greenpeace argue that 

awarding new licenses goes against the country’s Paris Agreement commitments. “Norway's 

petroleum sector contributes about 28 percent of the country's total emissions, which have 

to be limited according to the Paris Agreement (Guardian).” According to documents 

obtained by Energydesk Greenpeace, Norwegian officials also tried to lobby to kill an EU 

resolution that would have stopped Arctic offshore oil drilling.10 In the end the European 

                                              
8 N.Adomaitis and A. Doyle (2017, June 21) Norway offers record number of blocks for Arctic oil exploration Reuters Retrieved from 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-norway-oil-idUKKBN19C17Y 
9 Greenpeace (2017, February 15) Climate lawsuit against Arctic oil goes to court [Press release] Retrieved from 

http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/press/releases/2017/Climate-lawsuit-against-Arctic-oil-goes-to-court/ 
10 Z. Davies Bohen (2017, March 10) Documents show Norway lobbying against EU parliament call for ban on Arctic oil drilling Energydesk 

Greenpeace Retrieved from http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2017/03/10/norway-lobby-against-call-for-ban-on-arctic-oil-drilling/ 

http://uk.reuters.com/article/us-norway-oil-idUKKBN19C17Y
http://www.greenpeace.org/international/en/press/releases/2017/Climate-lawsuit-against-Arctic-oil-goes-to-court/
http://energydesk.greenpeace.org/2017/03/10/norway-lobby-against-call-for-ban-on-arctic-oil-drilling/
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Parliament voted against a total ban on oil and gas drilling in the Arctic, but they did agree 

on ending exploration in ‘icy’ waters which could have consequences for some of Norway’s 

oil blocks.11 

 

It is true that the oil industry has benefited the Norwegian economy. In the small northern 

town of Hammerfest it created 1200 jobs in 15 years due to a plant built there by Statoil. 

The town used to be an undesirable place that many migrated away from in search of a 

better standard of living. Now Holmgren from Polarbase who lives in Hammerfest says, 

‘young people who leave have plans to come back.’12  

 

Critics of Norway’s new policies argue that the blocks are too close to ice floes that harbour 

a rich, fragile ecosystem that supports species from plankton to mammals. This would mean 

a catastrophe if there were ever a leak. Critics also debate the future profitability of this 

venture as the value of oil may go down as the fight against climate change influences 

demand. 

 

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

 

SDG Relevant Targets 

7) Ensure access to 

affordable, reliable, 

sustainable and modern 

energy for all. 

7.2 By 2030, increase substantially the share of 

renewable energy in the global energy mix. 

7.A By 2030, enhance international cooperation to 

facilitate access to clean energy research and 

technology, including renewable energy, energy 

efficiency and advanced and cleaner fossil-fuel 

technology, and promote investment in energy 

infrastructure and clean energy technology. 

8) Promote sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and 

productive employment, and 

decent work for all. 

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global 

resource efficiency in consumption and production 

and endeavour to decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation, in accordance with the 

10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, with developed 

countries taking the lead. 

                                              
11 P. Bertrand (2017, March 17) EU Parliament rejects total ban on Arctic oil drilling euronews Retrieved from 

http://www.euronews.com/2017/03/17/eu-parliament-rejects-total-ban-on-arctic-oil-drilling 
 
12 M. Holter (2017, May 3) Where the Arctic Oil Industry is Booming Bloomberg Retrieved from 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2017-05-03/where-the-arctic-oil-industry-is-booming 

http://www.euronews.com/2017/03/17/eu-parliament-rejects-total-ban-on-arctic-oil-drilling
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/features/2017-05-03/where-the-arctic-oil-industry-is-booming
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13) Take urgent action to 

combat climate change and its 

impacts (taking note of 

agreements made by the 

UNFCCC forum). 

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 

national policies, strategies and planning. 

14) Conserve and sustainably 

use the oceans, seas and 

marine resources for 

sustainable development.  

14.1 By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce 

marine pollution of all kinds, in particular from land-

based activities, including marine debris and nutrient 

pollution.  

14.C Enhance the conservation and sustainable use 

of oceans and their resources by implementing 

international law as reflected in UNCLOS, which 

provides the legal framework for the conservation 

and sustainable use of oceans and their resources, as 

recalled in paragraph 158 of The Future We Want. 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

Norway’s VNR13 identifies particular challenges for its SDG implementation. The only one 

relevant to the above case study is ‘ensuring sustainable infrastructure’ which is quite 

vague.  

 

The VNR states ‘responsibility for each of the 17 SDGs is given to a coordinating ministry, 

which is to consult with other ministries involved in the follow-up of various targets under 

the goal concerned. Each ministry is to report on the status of follow-up for its respective 

goal(s) in its budget proposal. The Ministry of Finance will then sum up the main points in 

the national budget white paper, which is presented to the Storting annually, along with the 

state budget,’ (the Storting is the Norwegian Parliament). Further, ‘The indigenous peoples’ 

assembly, the Sámediggi (Sami Parliament), will be involved through dialogue with the line 

ministries and formal consultation mechanisms. The Government will also make use of 

existing mechanisms for cooperation with local and regional authorities. Dialogue and 

partnerships with stakeholders including civil society, the business sector and academia is an 

enduring feature of the Norwegian political and democratic system in all relevant policy 

areas.’ 

 

                                              
13 Norway’s VNR can be accessed from 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10692NORWAY%20HLPF%20REPORT%20-%20full%20version.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10692NORWAY%20HLPF%20REPORT%20-%20full%20version.pdf
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It is claimed that, ‘Sustainable natural resource management and climate change mitigation 

and adaptation are priority areas for Norway.’ The only mention of oil drilling here is that 

the country will be ‘sharing experience in the management of petroleum resources, a sector 

in which Norway is a major exporter.’   

 

A white paper on ‘securing an efficient and climate-friendly energy supply’ has been 

debated and Norway ‘supports “well-regulated and responsible marine resource 

management.” And cites its reduction of illegal fishing as its achieving this goal.’ There is no 

mention of the threat to marine resources due to oil drilling.  

 

The final part of the report includes a section covering each of the 17 SDGs. Goal 7 

(sustainable energy for all) is covered by the claim ‘almost 100 % of our electricity 

production is from renewable energy sources. The share of renewable energy in Norway’s 

total energy consumption, including transport, is around 69 %, according to the definition 

given in the EU Renewable Energy Directive.’ There is no mention of oil drilling in the 

coverage of this goal. 

 

For goal 8 (sustainable economic growth) it is stated that, ‘At the same time, Norway has 

benefited significantly from its oil and gas industry. In the future, mainland industries must 

find their basis for growth in other markets.’ This is the only reference to the need to move 

away from oil, and no specific details of how this will be achieved are given. The target 

relevant to the case study is mentioned but no real details on how it will be achieved are 

given: ‘Target 8.4 is about improving global resource efficiency and decoupling economic 

growth from environmental degradation. Our policies on climate change and environment 

will make important contributions to efforts to reach this target and to SDG 8 in general.’ 

 

Goal 13 (combatting climate change) is covered by, ‘The national follow-up of the Paris 

Agreement will constitute the main basis of action to fulfil SDG 13. Norway is committed to 

reducing emissions by at least 40 % by 2030, compared with the 1990 level. Norway is 

engaged in a dialogue on joint fulfilment of its 2030 commitment together with the EU.’ The 

VNR also states that, ‘The main instruments of Norwegian climate policy are taxes and 

participation in the EU emissions trading system (ETS), which are cross-sectoral economic 

instruments. More than 80 % of Norway’s emissions are either in the ETS sector or subject to 

the carbon tax. … Policy instruments that are used in addition to taxation and emissions 

trading are direct regulation, standards, agreements and grants for emission reduction 

measures.’ It is argued that, ‘Norway is among the countries with the highest levels of 

greenhouse gas emission efficiency, in other words where emissions per unit of GDP are 

lowest.’ No reference is made to Norway’s contribution to climate change through oil 

exports.  
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In the coverage of goal 14 (sustainable ocean management) there is no mention of the 

potential damage oil spills could cause to oceans, the closest to this is, ‘The Pollution 

Control Act strictly regulates all industries and is complemented by control mechanisms. 

Discharges of hazardous chemicals from land-based point sources have been reduced, but 

there are still inputs of pollutants to the sea.’ 

It is also stated that ‘Norway has established integrated ecosystem-based management plans 

for its sea areas. All relevant authorities cooperated in developing the management plans as 

a framework for ensuring sustainable use and value creation, while maintaining the 

structure, functioning, productivity and diversity of the marine ecosystems. Sectoral laws 

regulate activity at sea and the sectoral authorities have a responsibility to ensure 

acceptable environmental footprints.’ 

 

The importance of indicators to judge implementation efforts is highlighted in the 

conclusion with the statement, ‘the development of a high-quality indicator framework is 

work that will need to continue over time. Norway will be part of this process, and will start 

to adapt the indicators that are most relevant for Norway to the national context. Norway 

will also define other indicators of its own as required to ensure comprehensive follow-up.’ 

 

Civil society report analysis in relation to problem 

 

Norwegian civil society has produced a report on SDG implementation entitled How the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals can be reached in and with Norway by 203014. In the preface 

the report states ‘there is a vast gap between what they (politicians) say and what they do, 

even in Norway.’ 

The report gives 7 overall recommendations for implementing the SDGs: make a step-by-step 

plan, establish partnerships including with civil society, produce annual, public reports, 

improve policy coherence, prioritise inequality reduction, increase public awareness and 

strengthen funding for implementation. Of these the most relevant to the case study is 

strengthening policy coherence, about which the report states, ‘the Norwegian oil industry is 

contributing to the climate change that the Norwegian government wants to stop’. 

The report also gives specific recommendations for actions to facilitate implementation of 

each goal as well as a few examples of how civil society is contributing. Most importantly, 

detail is given about what should be done to achieve individual targets, in contrast to the 

government’s VNR. 

                                              
14 Norwegian civil society’s report can be found here http://www.forumfor.no/assets/docs/Forum-engelsk-digital-070717-highres.pdf 
 

http://www.forumfor.no/assets/docs/Forum-engelsk-digital-070717-highres.pdf
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To achieve goal 7 on sustainable energy the report states that what is needed is, ‘A long-

term shift for Norway away from being an exporter of fossil fuels to becoming a provider of 

solutions for a renewable future’. Specific to target 7.2 on increasing renewable energy use 

the report suggests that Norway should ‘Signal the intention for the GPFG (Government 

Pension Fund Global) to exit completely from investments in the coal industry and 

eventually from the fossil fuel sector’ and, ‘Provide the GPFG with a mandate to invest 

directly in renewable energy projects, such as solar parks and wind farms.’ Target 7.A on 

international cooperation on renewable energy is not covered. Government reporting on goal 

7 is criticized as reports do, ‘not refer to the ways in which Norway’s oil exports are 

contributing to climate change and undermining the global production of clean energy.’ 

For target 8.4 on decoupling economic growth from environmental degradation the relevant 

recommendation in the report for the case study is that Norway should ‘Require companies 

that receive development assistance for business development to apply the precautionary 

principle to environmental issues, and otherwise to follow best practices with respect to 

environmental regulations’. 

Government reporting on Goal 13 on climate change is criticised, ‘The government does not 

mention that total Norwegian greenhouse gas emissions increased between 2014 and 2015, 

that Norway has one of the highest emissions per person in Europe and that, under current 

measures, we are far from reaching the target.’ For target 13.2 on integrating climate 

change measures into national policy the report points out that ‘A ground-breaking report 

released by US organisations and think tanks in 2016 concluded that the emissions from the 

coal, oil and gas reserves currently under recovery are likely to cause global warming above 

2°C.’ meaning that, ‘There is simply no room in the world’s carbon budget for the potential 

emissions from Norway’s oil and gas reserves.’ It argues that, ‘with its enormous petroleum-

based wealth, Norway has both a significant moral responsibility to quickly change and cut 

emissions’. Specific actions put forward relevant to the case study are, ‘Develop plans for 

value creation and employment in sectors other than oil and gas. An increased oil and gas 

extraction rate on the Norwegian continental shelf, as proposed in the announcement of the 

24th licensing round, is incompatible with Norway’s and the world’s climate goals’, ‘Phase 

out allocations for new oil exploration activities on the Norwegian continental shelf.’, 

‘Adopt specific emission targets.’, ‘Provide the GPFG with a mandate to invest directly in 

renewable energy projects’, ‘Secure technology support for pilot projects and an incentive 

scheme to develop offshore wind and other marine-based renewable energy projects in 

Norwegian waters.’ And, ‘Develop a strategy that facilitates the development of a domestic 

market for solar power, and for Norwegian suppliers and business actors to build a global 

market position.’ 

For Goal 14 on oceans the report states that, ‘We are seeing a lack of a consistent, holistic 

approach, in that the government announced in the spring 2017 Report to the Storing that it 
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will work toward cleaner seas, while at the same time it is continuing to allow the dumping 

of mining waste in the sea and is initiating mining on the seabed.’ Specific to target 14.1 on 

reducing marine pollution suggested actions that are relevant to the case study are, ‘Norway 

should change its position with regard to dumping mining waste in the sea … An international 

ban on the dumping of mining waste in the sea would prevent the introduction of new and 

serious marine contamination. Norway is one of the few countries that opposes such a ban’, 

‘Introduce a national ban on disposing mining residues in the sea’, ‘Adopt a national 

moratorium on mining of the seabed until the environmental challenges with existing mining 

are under control’ and ‘work toward the same moratorium internationally.’ 

Conclusions 

Norway’s VNR contains promising details about how it is involving multiple stakeholders and 

local authorities in SDG implementation. It also makes lots of positive claims about its 

intentions and its current practices, and it is good that the importance of indicators is 

emphasised.  

 

There is some white-washing going on, however. Norway seems to express its commitment 

to taking care of biodiversity in the Barents and Arctic sea but will not actually slow down its 

burgeoning oil industry. The drilling this involves threatens the local, fragile fish and bird 

populations and therefore in order to follow through with its claim that sustainable natural 

resource management is a priority this must be looked into.  

 

Further, despite Norway’s promise to reduce its emissions by 40% by 2030, Greenpeace have 

sued the country arguing that it is not really committed to the Paris Agreement because the 

government is actively supporting oil exploration. The VNR highlights Norway’s low 

greenhouse gas emissions to GDP ratio, but this does not take into account oil exports which 

are also part of its contribution to global warming. Oil drilling undoubtedly runs counter to 

SDG 13 on climate change prevention therefore barely mentioning this practice in the report 

is a serious omission by Norway.  

 

In contrast, the shadow report produced by Norwegian civil society goes into much more 

detail about the issue of oil drilling and gives clear actions the government should be taking 

to meet the relevant targets within the SDGs. This report also highlights the serious 

omissions in government reporting, with oil drilling and its consequences hardly mentioned. 

 

Oil drilling in Norway clearly runs counter to all of the SDGs listed above. The obvious step 

the government needs to take is to start moving the country’s economy away from 

dependence on oil for income, and clear actions for how to do this are provided in the civil 

society shadow report. Sadly this imminent need for action is not acknowledged in the VNR. 
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3) Colombia’s Gold Mining Issues 

 

Outline of Problem 

 

Colombia’s illegal gold mining industry has become more lucrative than cocaine 

production.  A report by the Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised Crime 

(GIATOC)15 states that in 2015 in Peru and Colombia, which are the largest cocaine 

producers in the world, the value of illegal gold exports exceeded the value of cocaine 

exports. The industry is tied to human rights abuses and damage to the environment, 

however. A Guardian article16 states that 80 percent of the country’s gold production is 

illegal. This production has links to the funding of terrorism, money laundering, people 

trafficking, population displacement, sexual exploitation, and child labour. 

 

Because many gold mines 

are located in areas with 

weak government 

presence, there are many 

instances of debt bondage 

and forced labour. The 

most vulnerable in society 

are the ones who tend to 

end up involved in dirty, 

dangerous jobs in the 

mines - mostly minorities 

and undocumented 

immigrants. While women 

are actually prohibited 

from working 

underground, they are 

lured by miners with fake 

job offers and instead brought to work in brothels in the mining towns according to the 

Guardian article. 

 

                                              
15 L. Wagner (2016, April) Organised Crime and Illegally Mined Gold in Latin America The Global Initiative Against Transnational Organised 

Crime Retrieved from http://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/TGIATOC-OC-and-Illegally-Mined-Gold-in-Latin-America-Report-
1718-digital.pdf 
16 S. Jones (2016, April 7) Illegal gold mining drives human rights abuses in Latin America, claims study The Guardian Retrieved from 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/07/illegal-gold-mining-drives-human-rights-abuses-in-latin-america-claims-giatoc-
study 

http://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/TGIATOC-OC-and-Illegally-Mined-Gold-in-Latin-America-Report-1718-digital.pdf
http://globalinitiative.net/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/TGIATOC-OC-and-Illegally-Mined-Gold-in-Latin-America-Report-1718-digital.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/07/illegal-gold-mining-drives-human-rights-abuses-in-latin-america-claims-giatoc-study
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/apr/07/illegal-gold-mining-drives-human-rights-abuses-in-latin-america-claims-giatoc-study
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The gold mining industry also leads to deforestation.  The GIATOC report states that in 2015, 

the government reported that half of the epicentres of deforestation in Colombia were 

located in illegal mining areas. As well as this, mercury is used in the process of separating 

out the gold in these informal mines and this has polluted lakes and rivers so that they now 

contain up to 34 times the safe limit.17 Thus the industry contributes to fish poisoning, 

permanent human health problems, and soil erosion. The GIATOC report says that the 

government predicts it will take around $11bn and 25-40 years to reverse the damage caused 

by this mining. 

 

An article from mining.com18 states that, ‘The Colombian government has made it a priority 

to work with state and local governments in Antioquia to permanently close illegal mines 

however some continue to operate.’ nevertheless concrete government actions to this end 

are difficult to find.  

 

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

 

SDG Relevant Targets 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at 

all ages. 

 

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of 

deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water and soil pollution and contamination. 

5) Achieve gender equality 

and empower all women and 

girls. 

5.2 Eliminate all forms of violence against all women 

and girls in the public and private spheres, including 

trafficking and sexual and other types of 

exploitation. 

                                              
17 M. Rossie (2016, December 21) Illegal gold mining has supplanted cocaine trafficking as Latin America’s criminal endeavor of choice 

Quartz Retrieved from https://qz.com/867104/illegal-gold-mining-has-supplanted-cocaine-trafficking-as-latin-americas-criminal-endeavor-of-
choice/ 
18 A. Topf (2017, July 31) Six contractors die at illegal gold mine in Colombia mining.com Retrieved from http://www.mining.com/six-

contractors-die-illegal-gold-mine-colombia/ 

https://qz.com/867104/illegal-gold-mining-has-supplanted-cocaine-trafficking-as-latin-americas-criminal-endeavor-of-choice/
https://qz.com/867104/illegal-gold-mining-has-supplanted-cocaine-trafficking-as-latin-americas-criminal-endeavor-of-choice/
http://www.mining.com/six-contractors-die-illegal-gold-mine-colombia/
http://www.mining.com/six-contractors-die-illegal-gold-mine-colombia/
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8) Promote sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and 

productive employment, and 

decent work for all. 

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global 

resource efficiency in consumption and production 

and endeavour to decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation, in accordance with the 

10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, with developed 

countries taking the lead. 

8.7 Take immediate and effective measures to 

eradicate forced labour, end modern slavery and 

human trafficking and secure the prohibition and 

elimination of the worst forms of child labour, 

including recruitment and use of child soldiers, and 

by 2025 end child labour in all its forms. 

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and 

secure working environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in particular women 

migrants, and those in precarious employment. 

9) Build resilient 

infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster 

innovation. 

 

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure, including regional and 

transborder infrastructure, to support economic 

development and human well-being, with a focus on 

affordable and equitable access for all. 

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of 

clean and environmentally sound technologies and 

industrial processes, with all countries taking action 

in accordance with their respective capabilities. 

12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

12.1 Implement the 10-year framework of 

programmes on sustainable consumption and 

production, all countries taking action, with 

developed countries taking the lead, taking into 

account the development and capabilities of 

developing countries. 

12.2 By 2030, achieve the sustainable management 

and efficient use of natural resources. 

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and all wastes throughout 

their life cycle, in accordance with agreed 

international frameworks, and significantly reduce 

their release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and 

the environment. 

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and 

transnational companies, to adopt sustainable 
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practices and to integrate sustainability information 

into their reporting cycle. 

15) Protect, restore and 

promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification and 

halt and reverse land 

degradation, and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

15.2 By 2020, promote the implementation of 

sustainable management of all types of forests, halt 

deforestation, restore degraded forests and 

substantially increase afforestation and reforestation 

globally. 

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore 

degraded land and soil, including land affected by 

desertification, drought and floods, and strive to 

achieve a land degradation-neutral world.  

15.B Mobilize significant resources from all sources 

and at all levels to finance sustainable forest 

management and provide adequate incentives to 

developing countries to advance such management, 

including for conservation and reforestation. 

16) Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels. 

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all 

forms of violence against and torture of children. 

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial 

and arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return 

of stolen assets and combat all forms of organized 

crime. 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

 

Colombia’s VNR19 highlights the importance of long-term thinking: ‘the long-term 

temporality makes the Agenda a framework that promotes both the consistency, stability 

and predictability of public policy and the regulation of private activities for a period 

spanning several government cycles.’ The VNR also discusses the role of multiple 

stakeholders: ‘Colombia fully recognizes the need for a multi-stakeholder approach’ and 

goes on to present an analysis of which SDGs require which stakeholders to be involved. 

Later in the report actions for involving civil society organisations, the private sector and 

academia are laid out. 

 

Further emphasis is placed on participation as it is explained that the VNR’s ‘construction 

was done through a largely participatory process, with the regions (from the bottom up), its 

authorities and representatives of civil society and the private sector. In total, 33 regional 

meetings were held, 27 sectoral dialogues, with more than 7 thousand participants 

throughout the country.’ The role of regional and local level work is also made clear with 

                                              
19 Columbia’s VNR can be found here https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/12644VNR%20Colombia.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/12644VNR%20Colombia.pdf
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the statement that ‘The true transforming action must occur in the territory, in the local. 

For this reason, the first step to materialize this action is the incorporation of SDGs into the 

planning structure at the subnational level in the Territorial Development Plans.’ It is also 

stated that there will be ‘specific targets and indicators for each strategy and region’. 

 

The challenge to implementation of all the SDGs presented by the recent conflict in Colombia 

is acknowledged. But it is also stated, ‘it is clear that the country does not start with a blank 

sheet. There are currently public policy frameworks, assigned budgets and concrete actions 

to address much of the Agenda.’ Considerable efforts have been made to ensure integration: 

‘In February 2015 ... before the formal adoption of the Agenda 2030 months, the President 

Santos signed Decree 280 created the High Level Commission for enlistment and effective 

implementation of Agenda 2030 and SDGs. The SDG Commission is a unique institutional 

framework in the country that seeks to be the formal space monitoring and decision-making 

regarding the implementation of Agenda through public policies, plans, actions and programs.’ 

 

There is in depth discussion in the VNR of the percentage coverage of the SDGs by development 

plans, but not much detail about what actions this will entail.  

 

One specific example of a challenge to be overcome is given, that of reducing food waste 

and thus improving food security. 

 

Five of the SDGs are chosen for more in depth analysis in the VNR. They are split into those 

that come under the social, economic and environmental dimensions respectively. Goal 3 is 

covered but there is no mention of reducing contamination and target 3.9 on this point is 

omitted from the analysis of the target.  

 

Goal 8 is also covered. It is stated that, ‘Employment has been one of the great economic 

and social challenges of Colombia in the last 15 years. Despite periods of favourable 

economic performance and government efforts, informal employment has shown a strong 

persistence’. ‘To consolidate a stable and lasting peace, including compliance with the 

agreements made, has identified the need to boost economic development in rural areas of 

the country, through a strategy territorial approach for productive inclusion in post-conflict, 

which includes, integrates and encourages both agricultural and non-agricultural activities, 

improve access to public services and technical and technological education in rural areas, 

and progress in the medium term, the formalization of rural employment.’  

 

Specific to the targets within goal 8, 8.4 on decoupling economic growth from environmental 

degradation is covered by, ‘The Government of Colombia has the full awareness that it is 

essential to reorient the national economy, which is in a highly intensive unsustainable path 
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in the use of natural resource… preventing access to environmental goods and services as 

triggers of new conflict scenarios.’ Target 8.7 on ending forced labour and child labour will 

be achieved by, ‘deepening interagency work, getting social services to efficiently target 

the state of children and adolescents identified as workers and their families.’ Eliminating 

child labour is in the National Development Plan 2014-2018, where the goal for the rate of 

child labour in 2018 is 7.9%. The rate of child labour in Colombia is on a downward trend 

with a decrease from 10.2 to 9.1% between 2012 and 2015. The other relevant goal 8 target, 

8.8 on protecting labour rights and securing working environments is not covered, nor are 

the other relevant goals to the case study (5, 9, 12, 15 and 16). 

 

Conclusions 

 

It is encouraging that the report discusses an outline of a decentralized governmental 

structure that seems to suggest that local governing bodies would have jurisdiction over 

territorial development, possibly including the extraction industry. It is also positive that 

considerable stakeholder participation in the report and in general implementation of the 

SDGs is emphasised as important and actions are given for how to achieve even greater 

engagement.  

 

The provision of a specific example challenge for Colombia (food waste) is a very good step, 

but more should be provided as they certainly exist for the country. One example of these is 

the money laundering, environmental damage and exploitation happening in the gold mining 

industry. Highlighting the challenge faced by the ongoing peace process to implementation 

of the SDGs is a useful point to make in the VNR.  

 

The detail given on the chosen five goals is comprehensive, with most of the targets within 

them being addressed specifically. Really this should have been all of the targets, however, 

as those that are the most difficult to discuss may well be the ones that most need to be 

achieved to help the well-being of the population. Splitting the SDGs discussed in depth into 

the social, economic and environmental dimensions suggests a possibly overly sectoral 

approach, although the provision of links to other SDGs makes up for this somewhat. More of 

the SDGs should have been covered in detail as many issues, including those surrounding gold 

mining, are not addressed properly as a result.  
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4) Ethiopia’s Waste Management Problem 

 
Outline of the Problem 

 

In the capital city of Addis Ababa there is a huge landfill site, the Reppi dump. The site is 

also known as Koshe, meaning ‘dirty’ in Amharic, the local language. It is the biggest rubbish 

dump in the country and for over 50 years has been polluting nearby water and soil. In March 

2017 it collapsed killing more than 125 people according to an article from African 

Arguments.20 A VOA News article21 reports that it was home to more than 300 people many 

of whom made a living sorting the waste, meaning they were at risk of exposure to 

hazardous substances or injury due to the dangerous conditions. Many homes and makeshift 

shelters were flattened in the landslide, leading to the high death toll.  

 

A taskforce has been set up to investigate what caused the disaster and the city’s labour and 

social affairs office says that most inhabitants of the destroyed slum have been relocated to 

government housing. In 

April rubbish was still 

being dumped at the 

site, however, with the 

administration 

claiming to be looking 

at its options according 

to the African 

Arguments article. 

Many victims are 

struggling to obtain 

compensation for their 

lost loved ones or lost 

homes. The housing 

they were allowed to 

rent cheaply by the 

government often 

                                              
20 K. Yibeltal (2017, April 11) Ethiopia’s rubbish policies African Arguments Retrieved from http://africanarguments.org/2017/04/11/ethiopias-

rubbish-policies/ 
21 S. Solomon (2017, March 15) Ethiopians Demand Answers Following Koshe Landslide VOA News Retrieved from 

https://www.voanews.com/a/ethiopians-demand-answers-following-koshe-landslide-/3766972.html 
 

http://africanarguments.org/2017/04/11/ethiopias-rubbish-policies/
http://africanarguments.org/2017/04/11/ethiopias-rubbish-policies/
https://www.voanews.com/a/ethiopians-demand-answers-following-koshe-landslide-/3766972.html
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lacked electricity and a lack of documentation means they are very vulnerable if it is taken 

away as it is difficult for them to prove they really are victims.22 

 

According to the VOA news article some attribute the collapse to a biogas plant being 

constructed next to the site. This is still intended to open in September and will burn 1280 

tons of waste a day to produce energy.23 This project could bring many benefits to the 

community, but the concern is whether those living near the site are being left behind by 

the authorities as their safety and health is not being taken into consideration.  

 

One option is to relocate dumping to a site outside the city called Sendafa, but locals there 

protested vehemently when such a transition was attempted in 2016 and rubbish dumping 

was returned to the original site.24 Therefore it remains to be seen how the Ethiopian 

government will ensure the safety of its citizens from hazardous waste and dangerous 

collapses going forward.  

 

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

 

SDG Relevant Targets 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at 

all ages. 

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of 

deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water and soil pollution and contamination. 

8) Promote sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and 

productive employment, and 

decent work for all. 

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and 

secure working environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in particular women 

migrants, and those in precarious employment. 

                                              
22 T. Gardner (2017, May 3) Ethiopia’s deadly rubbish dump landslide sparks land rights battle Reuters Retrieved from 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-landslide-landrights-idUSKBN17Z1O6 
23 Global Times (2017, June 19) Chinese-led waste-to-energy project to turn Ethiopia’s biggest dump into economic driver Global Times 

Retrieved from http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1052367.shtml 
24 W. Davidson (2017, March 24) Ethiopia’s deadly rubbish dump landslide was down to politics, not providence The Guardian Retrieved from 

https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/mar/24/ethiopia-deadly-rubbish-dump-landslide-politics-not-providence-reppi 
 

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-ethiopia-landslide-landrights-idUSKBN17Z1O6
http://www.globaltimes.cn/content/1052367.shtml
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2017/mar/24/ethiopia-deadly-rubbish-dump-landslide-politics-not-providence-reppi
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9) Build resilient 

infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster 

innovation. 

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure, including regional and 

transborder infrastructure, to support economic 

development and human well-being, with a focus on 

affordable and equitable access for all  

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of 

clean and environmentally sound technologies and 

industrial processes, with all countries taking action 

in accordance with their respective capabilities. 

10) Reduce inequality within 

and among countries. 

 

10.2 By 2030, empower and promote the social, 

economic and political inclusion of all, irrespective 

of age, sex, disability, race, ethnicity, origin, 

religion or economic or other status. 

11) Make cities and human 

settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.  

 

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable 

urbanization and capacity for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable human settlement 

planning and management in all countries. 

11.5 By 2030, significantly reduce the number of 

deaths and the number of people affected and 

substantially decrease the direct economic losses 

relative to global gross domestic product caused by 

disasters, including water-related disasters, with a 

focus on protecting the poor and people in 

vulnerable situations.  

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, including by paying 

special attention to air quality and municipal and 

other waste management. 

12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and all wastes throughout 

their lifecycle, in accordance with agreed 

international frameworks, and significantly reduce 

their release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and 

the environment. 
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VNR analysis in relation to problem 

 

Ethiopia’s VNR25 states that one of its priority development areas in its SDG-integrated 2nd 

Growth and Transformation plan (GTP II) is ‘Prioritizing urban administration and 

management to bring about accelerated urbanization and structural change in a manner 

coping with the accelerated industrialization’. However, it fails to address urban waste 

management issues at any point in the report.  

 

Only six of the SDGs are covered in detail in Ethiopia’s VNR: 1,2,3,5,9 and 14. The coverage 

of goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages) does not extend to 

target 3.9 as there is no mention of reducing deaths due to pollution and contamination. The 

government is therefore not acknowledging the considerable problem of poor living 

conditions for many people being a health hazard, as was the case for those living by the 

rubbish dump in Addis Ababa. Instead the report focuses on health infrastructure, e.g. ‘The 

main objective of the National Health Policy is to create reality where all citizens of the 

country have easy access to basic health services.’ 

 

The coverage of goal 9 (Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster innovation.) mentions the solid waste plant that some cite as 

the cause of the landfill site collapse, but not the issues surrounding the disaster itself: ‘The 

construction of a huge solid wastes based energy generation plant in Addis Ababa, perhaps 

surpassing the biggest sizes in Africa hitherto has reached near completion. This project 

basically recycling solid waste to generate energy has an appreciable role for Addis Ababa 

city’s clean and green development. The energy generated is intended to be utilized via 

energy conserving implements in both the urban and rural settings. It would replace use of 

firewood and agriculture, industries and service sectors would benefit from electricity 

supply generated by clean energy.’  

The report outlines the decentralised nature of governance as a means to ensure citizens’ 

needs are met, ‘The decentralized government administrative system devolved more power 

to local government units located in close proximity to the communities rather than at the 

central government.  This has helped mobilizing the communities to engage in the economic, 

social and political activities and in providing government services satisfactorily through 

increased access.’ 

Ethiopia’s VNR highlights that the country has struggled somewhat with implementation of 

the SDGs due to recent droughts, but overall concludes that it is doing well at achieving 

them: ‘In conclusion, from the one year and half implementation progress of SDGs and the 

                                              
25 Ethiopia’s VNR can be found here https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/16437Ethiopia.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/16437Ethiopia.pdf
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good track record that the Ethiopian government had from MDGs, Ethiopia is going well in 

achieving SDGs.’ 

 

Conclusions 

It is clear that Ethiopia has a difficult task in realising the SDGs, however its VNR seems too 

optimistic about current progress in some areas, failing to highlight many ongoing issues.  

It is positive that the importance of local efforts is highlighted as this is often how the most 

appropriate solutions to problems on the ground are devised. Having said this, it does not 

necessarily seem that this has been very effective in the case of the Koshe rubbish dump 

collapse as many victims complained about the lack of availability of officials to get 

information or help from after the disaster. 

As only six of the goals are discussed in detail in Ethiopia’s VNR, many problems faced by the 

population are not covered. In particular the issues highlighted by the Addis Ababa rubbish 

dump site and the collapse that occurred there are not covered, despite the solid waste 

plant currently under construction at the site being referenced as a particular success. As 

with many of the VNRs analysed, the only specific examples given are of successes rather 

than challenges to be faced. The situation at the Koshe rubbish site is rose-tinted by only 

mentioning the positive aspect of the power plant being built there. The contradiction with 

many of the targets within SDGs 3, 9, 10, 11 and 12 that the rubbish dump currently 

represents is ignored. In order to implement the SDGs Ethiopia must address this and many 

other individual problems on the ground faced by its people.   
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5) Turkey’s Industrial Conflict Issues 

 

Outline of the Problem 

 

In the Kocaeli province Turkey the Dilovasi Organised Industrial Zone is thought to be 

severely negatively impacting the surrounding environment and its inhabitants. It seems to 

be leading to higher rates of cancer in local populations as well as air pollution, biodiversity 

loss and landscape degradation. The PM10 air pollution indicator was 3.5 times higher than 

the accepted limit value in regional 

measurements.26  

An academic who spoke out about the health 

issues raised, for example by publicising his 

study showing the risk of death due to cancer 

for those living in the Dilovası area for longer 

than 10 years is 4.4 times greater than others 

residing there for shorter periods, 

independent from factors such as age and 

smoking27, subsequently faced criminal 

charges28 rather than there being any attempt 

by the government to improve the regulation 

of manufacturing in the area. It is likely that 

this was due to a desire to add another iron-

steel plant in the region without widespread 

public opposition. In general government 

action shows little concern for pollution and 

the health hazard it represents. Last year a 

bill was passed in parliament that allows any 

project deemed a “strategic investment” to 

be exempted from corporate taxes, tariffs, 

stoppages, and the duty to carry out 

environmental risk assessments.29 

                                              
26 EJAtlas (2014, April 8) Cancer-related deaths due to air pollution inn Dilovasi Industrial Zone, Turkey Retrieved from 

https://ejatlas.org/conflict/cancer-related-deaths-due-to-air-pollution-in-dilovasi-industrial-zone-turkey  
27 O. Hamzaoğlu, N. Etįler, C. I. Yavuz, C. Çağlayan (2011) The causes of deaths in an industry-dense area: example of Dilovası 

(Kocaeli)  Turk J Med Sci 41(3) pp369-375 Retrieved from http://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/medical/issues/sag-11-41-3/sag-41-3-1-1007-943.pdf 
28 J. Lewis and A. Christie-Miller (2011, May 25) Turkey: Whistleblower on Toxic Town’s Cancer Problem Faces Investigation Eurasianet.org 

Retrieved from http://www.eurasianet.org/node/63552 
29 A. Neslen (2016, Sept 6) Turkish coal plants in line for public subsidies The Guardian Retrieved from 

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/06/turkish-coal-plants-in-line-for-public-subsidies 
 

https://ejatlas.org/conflict/cancer-related-deaths-due-to-air-pollution-in-dilovasi-industrial-zone-turkey
https://ejatlas.org/conflict/cancer-related-deaths-due-to-air-pollution-in-dilovasi-industrial-zone-turkey
http://journals.tubitak.gov.tr/medical/issues/sag-11-41-3/sag-41-3-1-1007-943.pdf
http://www.eurasianet.org/node/63552
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2016/sep/06/turkish-coal-plants-in-line-for-public-subsidies
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Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

SDG Relevant Targets 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at 

all ages. 

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of 

deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water and soil pollution and contamination. 

8) Promote sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and 

productive employment, and 

decent work for all. 

 

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global 

resource efficiency in consumption and production 

and endeavour to decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation, in accordance with the 

10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, with developed 

countries taking the lead.  

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and 

secure working environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in particular women 

migrants, and those in precarious employment. 

9) Build resilient 

infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster 

innovation. 

 

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure, including regional and 

transborder infrastructure, to support economic 

development and human well-being, with a focus on 

affordable and equitable access for all. 

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of 

clean and environmentally sound technologies and 

industrial processes, with all countries taking action 

in accordance with their respective capabilities. 

11) Make cities and human 

settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.  

 

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive and sustainable 

urbanization and capacity for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable human settlement 

planning and management in all countries. 

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, including by paying 

special attention to air quality and municipal and 

other waste management. 
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12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

 

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and all wastes throughout 

their life cycle, in accordance with agreed 

international frameworks, and significantly reduce 

their release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and 

the environment. 

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and 

transnational companies, to adopt sustainable 

practices and to integrate sustainability information 

into their reporting cycle. 

13) Take urgent action to 

combat climate change and its 

impacts (taking note of 

agreements made by the 

UNFCCC forum). 

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 

national policies, strategies and planning. 

15) Protect, restore and 

promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, 

combat desertification and 

halt and reverse land 

degradation, and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

15.3 By 2030, combat desertification, restore 

degraded land and soil, including land affected by 

desertification, drought and floods, and strive to 

achieve a land degradation-neutral world. 

16) Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels. 

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in 

all their forms. 

 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

The Turkish VNR30 acknowledges its own limited scope, stating, ‘the National Report of 

Turkey focuses on the initial steps taken by the Government for implementing the SDGs’. Its 

only reference to specific goals is a short table detailing how each is covered by its current 

                                              
30 Turkey’s VNR can be found here 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/107102030%20Agenda%20Turkey%20Report.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/107102030%20Agenda%20Turkey%20Report.pdf
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National Development Plan (NDP). This table makes only very vague claims about the 

government’s intentions going forward. 

The link to goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages) includes 

the unspecific commitment ‘Encouraging healthy life-style and providing more accessible, 

convenient, effective and efficient health care services constitute another item of the Plan.’ 

with no reference to reducing ill health due to contamination and pollution.  

Goal 8 (Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment, and decent work for all) is linked to the NDP by the claim ‘For a sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable economic growth, green growth approach is aimed to be ensured 

through exploiting potentials of environment friendly approaches in terms of new job 

opportunities, income sources, product and technology development in areas like energy, 

industry, agriculture, transport, construction, services and urbanization.’ 

Goal 9 (Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, 

and foster innovation) is apparently covered by the fact that ‘a transformation in the 

manufacturing industry is planned, with special emphasis placed upon innovativeness and 

corporate capabilities, effective contribution of regions to national productive activity, 

effective collaboration among sectors, green technology and sustainable production.’ 

The NDP is said to cover goal 11 (Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient 

and sustainable) as it involves a commitment to ‘Providing livable spaces with higher 

standards that conform to geographic conditions, preserving urban-rural differentiation, 

historical, cultural and environmental values;’ 

The relevant aspects of Goal 12 (Ensure sustainable consumption and production 

patterns)  are covered by the statement ‘Environmental sensitivity and life quality are 

planned to be improved with practices such as waste and emission reduction, energy, water 

and resource efficiency, recycling, prevention of noise and visual pollution, use of 

environment friendly material in line with sustainable urban approaches. Developing greener 

production capacity via green technology and sustainable production are also aimed.’ 

Goal 13 (Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts (taking note of 

agreements made by the UNFCCC forum) is covered by ‘By evaluating the effects of climate 

change and all activities in catchments on water quantity and quality, measures for saving 

water, combatting drought and preventing pollution are put emphasis between the years 

2014-2018.’ 

It is claimed that a commitment that ‘Efficient use of land and water resources and 

overseeing the balance between protection and utilization of natural resources are 

considered as a priority.’ means Goal 15 (Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 
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terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification and halt and 

reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity loss) is covered by the NDP.  

The relevant part of Goal 16 (Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels) is covered by the commitment ‘Within the framework of pluralist 

and participatory democratic political processes, strengthening mechanisms to get opinions 

and preserving the viewpoints of different social groups and NGOs are two of the main 

objectives.’ 

The Turkish VNR states that ‘The participation of different stakeholders such as local 

administrations, academia, NGOs, and private sector in the policy formulation and 

implementation regarding sustainable development will be accelerated with regard to 

principles concerning the inclusiveness, accountability and transparency.’  

 

Conclusions 

It is positive that the importance of multiple stakeholders including local administrations is 

acknowledged. This VNR is not very effective in its discussion of the SDGs themselves, 

however, with only a paragraph for each in the whole report. Therefore it is unsurprising 

that it fails to address specific issues on the ground faced by the Turkish population. These 

need to be tackled in order to properly implement the SDGs and achieve their accompanying 

targets. The report in general makes strong but broad claims about Turkey’s intentions going 

forward without acknowledging the many individual problems that will need to be addressed 

in order for these claims to be substantiated. Just one example of such a problem is the 

array of negative environmental and social impacts of the Dilovasi Organised Industrial Zone. 

In this case current government actions are in direct conflict with what its intentions ought 

to be given the SDGs. Its bill allowing more polluting plants to be built more easily is a move 

in the wrong direction. A change of policy is essential if Turkey is serious about SDG 

implementation.  
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6) South Korea’s Samsung Controversy 

 

Outline of the Problem 

 

For years workers in semiconductor 

production for Samsung have been fighting for 

compensation for health problems allegedly 

due to working conditions. More generally 

across South Korea there is a problem with 

working conditions and receiving 

compensation for injuries due to them. Under 

the law, employers pay more to the state-run 

insurance scheme in accordance with the 

number of industrial accidents at their work 

sites, therefore many try and keep these 

quiet to avoid having to pay.31  

Many former workers at Samsung have died 

due to cancer – advocacy group Banolim has 

details of more than 200 cases of grave 

diseases in Samsung workers of which 76 have 

resulted in death. Less than a dozen cases are 

recognized by courts or the government as being causally related to work for 

Samsung.32  Women seem to be disproportionately affected by health issues due to working 

conditions. Samsung recently agreed on some preventative measures but there still remain 

deadlocks on other issues including compensation. The government has agreed that changes 

need to be made, but concrete actions to improve working conditions, the ability of workers 

to easily obtain compensation, etc… are lacking. 

It is further alleged that pollution due to the semiconductor production is affecting the local 

area. There are also allegations of corruption: Samsung provided funds for public officials 

and subsequently received permission to go ahead with a controversial merger.33 The Vice 

                                              
31 H. Ock (2017, July 26) 7 in 10 migrant workers not compensated for work accidents Retrieved from 

http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20170726000977 
32 L. Youkyung (2016, Jan 29) South Korean court says carcinogens at a Samsung chip factory caused a worker's ovarian cancer Business 

Insider Retrieved from http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-court-chemicals-caused-samsung-chip-workers-ovarian-cancer-2016-1 
33 L. Youkyung (2017, June 8) South Korea's Ex-Health Minister Guilty of Swaying Samsung Vote Bloomberg Retrieved from 

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-08/urgent-s-korea-s-ex-health-minister-guilty-of-swaying-samsung-vote 
 

http://www.koreaherald.com/view.php?ud=20170726000977
http://www.businessinsider.com/ap-court-chemicals-caused-samsung-chip-workers-ovarian-cancer-2016-1
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-06-08/urgent-s-korea-s-ex-health-minister-guilty-of-swaying-samsung-vote
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chairman of Samsung Lee Jae-yong was jailed as part of the corruption scandal that led to 

the former South Korean president, Park Geun-hye, being unseated. 

 

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

SDG Relevant Targets 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at 

all ages. 

 

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of 

deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water and soil pollution and contamination. 

5) Achieve gender equality 

and empower all women and 

girls. 

 

5.C Adopt and strengthen sound policies and 

enforceable legislation for the promotion of gender 

equality and the empowerment of all women and 

girls at all levels. 

8) Promote sustained, 

inclusive and sustainable 

economic growth, full and 

productive employment, and 

decent work for all. 

 

8.4 Improve progressively, through 2030, global 

resource efficiency in consumption and production 

and endeavour to decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation, in accordance with the 

10-year framework of programmes on sustainable 

consumption and production, with developed 

countries taking the lead.  

8.8 Protect labour rights and promote safe and 

secure working environments for all workers, 

including migrant workers, in particular women 

migrants, and those in precarious employment. 

9) Build resilient 

infrastructure, promote 

inclusive and sustainable 

industrialisation, and foster 

innovation. 

 

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and greater adoption of 

clean and environmentally sound technologies and 

industrial processes, with all countries taking action 

in accordance with their respective capabilities. 
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10) Reduce inequality within 

and among countries. 

10.4 Adopt policies, especially fiscal, wage and 

social protection policies, and progressively achieve 

greater equality. 

12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

 

12.1 Implement the 10-year framework of 

programmes on sustainable consumption and 

production, all countries taking action, with 

developed countries taking the lead, taking into 

account the development and capabilities of 

developing countries. 

12.4 By 2020, achieve the environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and all wastes throughout 

their life cycle, in accordance with agreed 

international frameworks, and significantly reduce 

their release to air, water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts on human health and 

the environment. 

12.6 Encourage companies, especially large and 

transnational companies, to adopt sustainable 

practices and to integrate sustainability information 

into their reporting cycle. 

16) Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for 

sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for 

all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels. 

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in 

all their forms. 

 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

South Korea’s VNR34 highlights that it faces challenges in relation to the implementation of 

the SDGs. High rates of urbanisation, underemployment, an ageing population, 

environmental degradation, greenhouse gas emissions, and the requirement for the safe 

management of toxic chemical agents mean it is difficult to develop a sustainable urban 

environment.  

                                              
34 South Korea’s VNR can be found here 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10632National%20Voluntary%20Review%20Report%20(rev_final).pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/10632National%20Voluntary%20Review%20Report%20(rev_final).pdf
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The method of the VNR is described as being that it ‘describes the social, economic and 

environmental conditions of the ROK (Republic of Korea), identifying the SDGs most relevant 

to these conditions, and demonstrating institutions, policies and stakeholders for the 

implementation of those goals.’ 

‘The Review focuses on the identification of the laws, plans, policies and organizations 

directly related to the implementation of the SDGs. With regard to their impacts, it 

introduces findings from existing research and reports relevant to the SDGs.  For that 

purpose, various existing online and open information platforms from the government, 

academia and research communities and civil society have been used.’ 

The importance of multiple stakeholder engagement is recognised: ‘the ROK government is 

making efforts to strengthen its communications with multiple stakeholders. With regard to 

climate change issues, for instance, the government has been paying particular attention to 

establishing a mechanism through which the government, business and civil society can 

consult with each other’. 

The SDGs are incorporated into the national framework: ‘The adoption of the Third Basic 

Plan for Sustainable Development 2016-2035 (herein the Third Plan) in January 2016 

constitutes a vital component of the ROK’s efforts to translate the SDGs into national 

policies and plans.’ 

There is some mention of working conditions: ‘For instance, by enacting the Act on Liability 

for Environmental Damage and Relief and strengthening its proactive management of toxic 

chemical agents, the Third Plan integrated social and environmental aspects of sustainable 

development. Enhanced employment conditions for temporary employees and harmonious 

development of large and small companies are in consideration to link social and economic 

aspects of development.’ 

There is clearly work at the local level as ‘The LCSDs (Local Councils for Sustainable 

Development) has been developing a process to further promote sustainable development 

over the last 20 years, and now implements policies directly related to the SDGs at the local 

level by analysing and aligning existent projects in the context of the SDGs.’ 

In terms of specific goal, a table is provided of the way different national plans relate to 

each goal, but there is no in depth discussion of what the plans actually involve. There is 

also a table of how each of the SDGs is covered by the 14 strategies of the Third Plan and 

government priorities can also be discerned to some extent by the indicators listed as under 

consideration for judgement of the implementation of the SDGs. 

Goal 3 (Ensure healthy lives and promote wellbeing for all at all ages.) is covered by the 

Third Plan Strategy for Strengthening preventive health service. The only health-related 

indicators listed are: Ratio of public expenditure on health to total health expenditure (%), 
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Vaccinated children (%), Obesity rate (share of population with more than 25 of BMI), Life 

expectancy (Years), Accident crude death rate. There is no mention of the health impacts of 

working conditions in the indicators.  

Goal 5 (Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls.) is covered by the Third 

Plan Strategy for Social inclusion and gender equality and the only indicators listed relevant 

to this were: Wage ratio of men to women (%), Ratio of women's participation in economic 

activities (%), Percentage of Professional Workers among Females Employed with no mention 

of disproportionate health impacts on women in the workplace.  

Goal 8 (Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment, and decent work for all.) is covered by the Third Plan Strategy for Inclusive 

growth and expansion of decent jobs. There were no indicators listed that clearly related to 

improving working conditions for all.  

Goal 9 (Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, 

and foster innovation.) is covered by the Third Plan Strategy for Inclusive growth and 

expansion of decent jobs. The only indicators relating to cleaner industrial processes were 

about waste and pollution rather than hazardous substances involved in production.  

Goal 10 (Reduce inequality within and among countries.) is covered by the Third Plan 

Strategy for Social inclusion and gender equality. The only slightly relevant indicators were 

Life expectancy (Years) and Accident crude death rate, with no indicators for the social 

protection of workers in manufacturing jobs.  

Goal 12 (Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns.) is covered by the Third 

Plan Strategy for Securing high quality environmental service. As noted above there are no 

indicators on the management of hazardous materials during production. There are also no 

indicators relating to the reporting of companies on the sustainability of their practices.  

Goal 16 (Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide 

access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all 

levels) is covered by the Third Plan Strategy for Strengthening the systems of the 

implementation of sustainable development. There is one mention of tackling corruption in 

the VNR: The UNGC (UN Global Compact) Korea has been dealing with a wide range of issues 

associated with the SDGs, including … anti-corruption and transparency.’ None of the 

indicators listed relate to corruption.  
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Civil society report analysis in relation to problem 

South Korean civil society has produced a report on SDG implementation for 201735, though 

it notes that the Korean government did not submit a VNR in this year. The report only 

covers five of the SDGs and focusses on indicators for the goals and their relevance to Korea 

rather than government action to achieve the goal. 

The goals relevant to the case study covered are goal 5 on gender equality and goal 9 on 

sustainable infrastructure and industrialisation. The coverage is not very in depth is not 

really relevant to the case study unfortunately, with no mention of health impacts on 

workers or how they disproportionately affect women. 

Conclusions 

South Korea’s VNR makes a lot of positive points about the role of stakeholders and local 

governance. It fails, however, to pinpoint many specific problems faced by its citizens, 

including the health risks due to working conditions faced by many. The approach to Goal 3 

seems to largely ignore target 3.9 (By 2030, substantially reduce the number of deaths and 

illnesses from hazardous chemicals and air, water and soil pollution and contamination.) and 

focus on the health service and the approach to Goal 5 fails to highlight disproportionate 

health impacts on women in the workplace at all. Goals 8,9,10, 12 and 16 are poorly covered 

by the indicators listed as those that will be used to judge the implementation of the SDGs. 

The big problems South Korea faces with unsafe and unfair manufacturing processes are not 

acknowledged, despite a number of the SDGs requiring them to be addressed. Finally, 

corruption is only mentioned once despite target 16.5 explicitly requiring corruption to be 

addressed.  

At the same time the civil society report does not mention unsafe and unfair manufacturing 

processes as a problem to be addressed either, nor does it discuss corruption.  

Overall, the plight of the Samsung workers, and potentially others, who claim to have 

suffered due to unsafe working conditions is not given the explicit coverage it should have 

been, nor are the problems with corruption in South Korea. The issues raised are touched 

upon minimally from a few angles but never in any substantial way as ought to have been 

the case.  

 

                                              
35 Korean civil society’s report can be found here 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14506Korean%20CivilSocietyReport.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14506Korean%20CivilSocietyReport.pdf
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7) Malaysia’s Food Waste Problems 
 

Outline of Problem 

Malaysia produces a vast amount of food waste for its size - 15 000 tonnes a day in 201636. 

That’s about 177kg per year per person. In comparison, the average for South East Asia is 

about 103kg per year per person.37 The large amount of wastage is most likely in part down 

to culture. Many Malaysians are not well informed about the importance of reducing waste 

and sorting it 

so that it 

does not all 

just go to 

landfill. In 

relation to 

food in 

particular 

good 

hospitality in 

Malaysia 

generally 

requires the 

provision of a 

vast array of 

dishes which 

are often unfinished and therefore thrown away. This is demonstrated by the spike in food 

waste around festive periods38 when problems with over providing for guests become most 

acute.  

 High levels of food waste in Malaysia are made more troubling by the fact that, despite 

recent improvements, many of its citizens do not have enough food to eat. The National 

Health Morbidity Survey in 2015 found that 8% of Malaysian children under 5 suffered acute 

malnutrition or wasting (of muscles for instance) due to lack of nourishment39.  

                                              
36 Summary of ISWA World Congress 2017 Invited Session on Resource Management and Waste Diversion Retrieved from 

http://www.iswa2017.org/Events/ISWAWorldCongress2017/ConferenceProgram/WasteManagementinMalaysia.aspx 
37 Leanna Garfield and Skye Gould L. Garfield and S. Gould (2016, March 10) These countries are the biggest food wasters around the 

world in Business Insider Retrieved from http://www.businessinsider.com/which-parts-of-the-world-waste-the-most-food-2016-3 
38 Malaysian Digest (2017, July 20) If Sweden can burn waste into energy why can’t we Retrieved from 

http://malaysiandigest.com/frontpage/282-main-tile/687609-if-sweden-can-burn-waste-into-energy-why-can-t-we.html 
39 UNICEF (2017, April 7) Overcoming childhood obesity and malnutrition in Malaysia [Press Release] Retrieved from 

https://www.unicef.org/malaysia/media_double%20burden%20-%20malnutrition%20-%20obesity%20-%20children%20-
%20Malaysia%20.html#.WYQpZrpuJ3Y 

http://www.iswa2017.org/Events/ISWAWorldCongress2017/ConferenceProgram/WasteManagementinMalaysia.aspx
http://www.businessinsider.com/author/leanna-garfield
http://www.businessinsider.com/author/skye-gould
http://www.businessinsider.com/which-parts-of-the-world-waste-the-most-food-2016-3
http://malaysiandigest.com/frontpage/282-main-tile/687609-if-sweden-can-burn-waste-into-energy-why-can-t-we.html
https://www.unicef.org/malaysia/media_double%20burden%20-%20malnutrition%20-%20obesity%20-%20children%20-%20Malaysia%20.html#.WYQpZrpuJ3Y
https://www.unicef.org/malaysia/media_double%20burden%20-%20malnutrition%20-%20obesity%20-%20children%20-%20Malaysia%20.html#.WYQpZrpuJ3Y
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Much of the food waste produced ends up at landfill sites which are often in bad condition, 

lacking lining systems or gas venting. Food waste that ends up in landfill decomposes, 

releasing greenhouse gases like methane and contributing to global warming. Landfill may 

also lead to groundwater contamination, bad odours, the potential release of toxic gases and 

it takes up much needed space.  

The Malaysian government has started to act, introducing fines for not sorting waste and 

some educational programmes. A huge cultural change is required to substantially reduce 

the amount of food waste going to landfill, however. This is likely to take considerably more 

effort to achieve.  

Most relevant SDGs and Targets 

SDG Relevant Targets 

2) End hunger, achieve food 

security and improved 

nutrition, and promote 

sustainable agriculture. 

2.1 By 2030, end hunger and ensure access by all 

people, in particular the poor and people in 

vulnerable situations, including infants, to safe, 

nutritious and sufficient food all year round. 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at 

all ages. 

 

3.9 By 2030, substantially reduce the number of 

deaths and illnesses from hazardous chemicals and 

air, water and soil pollution and contamination. 

4) Ensure inclusive and 

equitable quality education 

and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all. 

 

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire the 

knowledge and skills needed to promote sustainable 

development, including, among others, through 

education for sustainable development and 

sustainable lifestyles, human rights, gender equality, 

promotion of a culture of peace and non-violence, 

global citizenship and appreciation of cultural 

diversity and of culture’s contribution to sustainable 

development. 
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6) Ensure availability and 

sustainable management of 

water and sanitation for all. 

 

6.3 By 2030, improve water quality by reducing 

pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing 

release of hazardous chemicals and materials, 

halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and 

substantially increasing recycling and safe reuse 

globally. 

11) Make cities and human 

settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.  

 

11.6 By 2030, reduce the adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, including by paying 

special attention to air quality and municipal and 

other waste management. 

 

12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

 

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita global food waste at 

the retail and consumer levels and reduce food 

losses along production and supply chains, including 

post-harvest losses.  

12.5 By 2030, substantially reduce waste generation 

through prevention, reduction, recycling and reuse.  

12.8 By 2030, ensure that people everywhere have 

the relevant information and awareness for 

sustainable development and lifestyles in harmony 

with nature.  

13) Take urgent action to 

combat climate change and its 

impacts (taking note of 

agreements made by the 

UNFCCC forum). 

 

13.2 Integrate climate change measures into 

national policies, strategies and planning. 

13.3 Improve education, awareness-raising and 

human and institutional capacity on climate change 

mitigation, adaptation, impact reduction and early 

warning. 

 

VNR analysis in relation to problem 

 

Malaysia’s VNR40 details some specific example successes, but the only one slightly relevant 

to this case study is that there has been a 90% reduction in undernutrition between 1990 and 

2014. There is no direct mention of waste management here. 

The VNR describes how Malaysia’s latest five year development plan, the Eleventh Malaysia 

Plan 2016-2020 (11MP) has been aligned with the SDGs. The involvement of states, 

Government agencies, NGOs, civil society organisations and the private sector is highlighted. 

                                              
40 Malaysia’s VNR can be found here https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15881Malaysia.pdf 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/15881Malaysia.pdf
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The 11MP involves 6 ‘strategic thrusts’ of which the 2 relevant to this case study are: 

‘Pursue green growth for sustainability and resilience to ensure “green growth” will be a 

way of life and lead to strengthened food, water, and energy security; lower environmental 

risks; and ultimately, better well-being and quality of life’ and ‘Strengthen infrastructure to 

support economic expansion to ensure all Malaysians will have access to basic amenities and 

be connected through integrated transport and high-speed Internet’. It also involves 6 ‘game 

changes’ to shift Malaysia’s growth trajectory of which the relevant ones are: ‘Embarking on 

green growth to ensure a balance between the nation’s development needs and the need to 

protect its environment’ and ‘Investing in cities as nodes for strong economic agglomeration 

to attract investment and talent and drive innovation while ensuring inclusivity.’ 

In depth analysis of progress on 8 of the goals is given. Goal 2 (End hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable agriculture) is linked to the 

previously mentioned statistic about the reduction in undernutrition but there is no mention 

of reducing food waste in the successes or in the remaining priorities. 

 

Goals 4 (Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all) and 6 (Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and 

sanitation for all) are not covered. 

 

Goal 9 (Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialisation, 

and foster innovation) is related to waste management as it is linked to the strategic thrust 

of pursuing green growth. The VNR describes the aim of seeing ‘waste as resources that can 

be reused through recycling and recovery, for power generation, and other waste to wealth 

initiatives.’ It states that the aim for the recycling rate for solid waste is ‘By 2020, the 

recycling rate is intended to rise to 22 per cent from 17.5 per cent in 2016.’ 

 

Goals 11 (Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable), 12 

(Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns) and 13 (Take urgent action to 

combat climate change and its impacts (taking note of agreements made by the UNFCCC 

forum)) are not covered.   

 

Conclusions 

 

Malaysia’s VNR fails to specifically discuss the large problem of food waste and subsequent 

management of this waste that the country faces. The mention of waste use for power 

generation in future is positive, but again it is not specifically stated that this would involve 

the separation of food waste for this use. 
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The VNR highlights the success Malaysia has had in reducing undernutrition in recent years, 

but does not give details of how this will be built on going forward. Further research shows 

that the Malaysian government is trying to spread information about good nutrition through 

nutrition programmes, informative websites and publications. These seem to be aimed at 

tackling obesity and poorly balanced diets more than reducing undernutrition further, 

however.  

 

The cultural causes of the food waste issues in Malaysia need targeted solutions and this is 

not highlighted in the VNR. It is true that the government is making some efforts in the area 

through fines and some education, but the fact that this is not mentioned in the VNR 

suggests that it does not see the importance of these measures and the need to introduce 

even more going forward. Increasing efforts on food waste reduction is vital if Malaysia is 

going to implement the SDGs by 2030. 

 

It is positive that the importance of local level work and stakeholder involvement is 

discussed in Malaysia’s VNR, but specific policies to educate people and encourage food 

waste reduction need to be considered, as well as methods for improving the waste 

management system. In general the VNRs coverage of specific goals is very sparse so many 

issues on the ground that Malaysians face are ignored.  
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Overall Conclusions Based on Case Studies 
Clearly the methodology of our assessment has some limitations in drawing conclusions on 

the quality of implementation of the SDGs so far, especially as there is often a lack of a 

functioning national level monitoring framework. The VNRs may lack information about 

progress in delivering specific SDGs and targets and it is very possible that some unreported 

efforts have been made to address challenges. The case studies and examined VNRs do, 

however, provide some insight into how much the problems on the ground in various 

countries are being tackled within the framework of SDG implementation.  

 

It is positive that the VNRs covered often highlighted the importance of multiple stakeholder 

involvement in the implementation of the SDGs as well as the key role to be played by actors 

at a local level. Both of these things allow problems on the ground to be solved in a way that 

most effectively benefits the people impacted. In all the VNRs discussed, however, much 

more detail about these problems ought to have been given. Only Colombia provided 

anything close to a specific examples of a challenge to be addressed in the country and even 

then it was only one (food waste issues contributing to food insecurity). Most VNRs contained 

no specific examples of challenges faced by their populations that need to be addressed as 

part of the implementation of the SDGs.  

 

Coverage of the individual SDGs was also generally poor, and even worse was the depth of 

discussion of the 169 targets within the SDGs. Some reviews hardly mentioned them, despite 

their important role as the most detailed guide as to the kinds of actions governments 

should be taking in order to implement the SDGs. It seems that because it is easier to mould 

the more general 17 SDGs to current policy, these have generally been used when 

demonstrating implementation. Much better would be for countries to show what work is 

being done to ensure that the more specific targets within the SDGs will be achieved by 

2030. There needs to be more focus on transformation of policy guided by the 169 SDG 

targets rather than simply integration of the SDGs into current policies without any 

substantial changes being made.  

 

One delegate at the HLPF described 2017’s VNRs as being like ‘selfies’41, in other words 

presenting a purposefully flattering take on the current situation in a given country. This has 

definitely come out in our case studies too, with countries noticeably focussing on positive 

examples of SDG implementation and failing to provide examples of the challenges that 

remain.  

                                              
41 IISD reporting services HPLF 2017 Highlights in Earth Negotiations Bulletin 33 35 Retrieved from 

http://enb.iisd.org/vol33/enb3335e.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-
%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW&utm_content=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-
%20issue8%20SW+CID_67759324754c522c61937c3702c84336&utm_source=cm&utm_term=HTML 

http://enb.iisd.org/vol33/enb3335e.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW&utm_content=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW+CID_67759324754c522c61937c3702c84336&utm_source=cm&utm_term=HTML
http://enb.iisd.org/vol33/enb3335e.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW&utm_content=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW+CID_67759324754c522c61937c3702c84336&utm_source=cm&utm_term=HTML
http://enb.iisd.org/vol33/enb3335e.html?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW&utm_content=2017-07-19%20-%20HLPF2017%20NYC%20-%20ENB%20-%20English%20-%20issue8%20SW+CID_67759324754c522c61937c3702c84336&utm_source=cm&utm_term=HTML
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Recommendations 
Of course countries cannot cover every issue their population might face in their VNR. Here 

we provide some recommendations for how they might make their VNR more effective and 

improve this coverage, however. This will allow them to better realise the potential of self-

review to facilitate global SDG implementation through information sharing, policy 

strengthening and stakeholder mobilisation. 

 

 Give more guidance for developing the VNRs. The different approaches taken in the 

development of VNRs make it difficult to assess countries’ performances. In many 

cases it remains a communicational tool highlighting the positive developments, while 

it cannot give true accounts of the progress and the further efforts needed.  

 Improve depth of coverage of individual goals’ implementation. The targets (or at 

least some of them) within each goal should be explicitly addressed. Clear strategies 

for achievement of the targets should be outlined. Here reference could be made to 

specific challenges from the ground related to a given target. 

 Increase the number of examples given. Examples of both successes and ongoing 

challenges should be described and ideally related to specific SDG targets. This will 

allow other countries to learn from successes, potentially offer help or advice on 

challenges and aid their own identification of problems faced by citizens. 

 Accelerate work on the national monitoring framework, which can give a realistic 

assessment of the efforts made in SDG implementation. Without ‘smart’ indicators it 

will continue to be difficult to review the implementation of the SDGs.  

 Further encourage multiple stakeholder involvement: Provide clear demonstrations 

that positive statements about the importance of including the private sector, civil 

society organisations, NGOs etc. in decision-making are being followed through with 

actions to facilitate this inclusion. Stakeholders should be allowed to review the VNR 

as well as being involved in its creation. Give greater detail on how stakeholders can 

play a role in tackling the specific challenges faced by the population. Shadow 

reporting can also be a useful way to reflect on the problems that people and NGOs 

perceive in their country.  

 Establish platforms for monitoring SDG implementation on a national level. Such 

platforms can involve regular consultations with stakeholders from different sectors, 

regular exchanges with the governmental authorities or setting up electronic 

platforms. These platforms can allow for feedback from the local level, to review and 

advise how SDG implementation can help tackle challenges on the ground. Even an 

inclusive electronic platform can help to monitor policy processes, on the ground case 

studies while highlighting successes, failures and challenges in light of SDG 

implementation.   
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 Further emphasise the interlinkages in SDG implementation to mitigate trade-offs 

and increase synergies. The siloed approach of SDG implementation is still a major 

impediment, even though the successful delivery of the 2030 Agenda is only possible 

with effective cross-sectoral cooperation and holistic approach.  

 Place even greater emphasis on local level actions. Provide clear demonstrations 

that local level bodies are being given the power to enact the most appropriate and 

effective solutions to problems faced by citizens. Highlight what these problems are 

and the ways that local actors are being facilitated in developing a way forward in 

tackling them. Also demonstrate that local level bodies are involved in writing and 

reviewing the VNR as they have the best insight into how to outline the successes and 

challenges faced on the ground.  
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Annex 
Table of SDGs and targets most relevant to resource use from extraction to disposal 

Sustainable Development Goal Targets that relate to Resource 

Extraction, Production, Use or 

Disposal 

Summary of relation  

1) End poverty in all its forms 

everywhere. 

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all 

men and women, in particular 

the poor and the vulnerable, 

have equal rights to economic 

resources, as well as access to 

basic services, ownership and 

control over land and other 

forms of property, inheritance, 

natural resources, appropriate 

new technology and financial 

services, including 

microfinance.  

Fairer distribution of 

resources. 

1.A Ensure significant 

mobilization of resources from a 

variety of sources, including 

through enhanced development 

cooperation, in order to provide 

adequate and predictable 

means for developing countries, 

in particular least developed 

countries, to implement 

programmes and policies to end 

poverty in all its dimensions. 

Use of resources to enable 

developing countries to 

tackle poverty. 

2.1 By 2030, end hunger and 

ensure access by all people, in 

particular the poor and people 

in vulnerable situations, 

including infants, to safe, 

nutritious and sufficient food all 

year round. 

 

Fairer distribution of food 

resources between and 

within countries, 

Use of resources to 

improve infrastructure to 

ensure access to food, 

More efficient use of food 

resources globally. 

2.3 By 2030, double the 

agricultural productivity and 

incomes of small-scale food 

producers, in particular women, 

indigenous peoples, family 

farmers, pastoralists and 

fishers, including through 

secure and equal access to land, 

Provision of resources to 

farmers to allow greater 

efficiency and scale of 

practice. 
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2) End hunger, achieve food 

security and improved nutrition, 

and promote sustainable 

agriculture. 

other productive resources and 

inputs, knowledge, financial 

services, markets and 

opportunities for value addition 

and non-farm employment. 

2.4 By 2030, ensure sustainable 

food production systems and 

implement resilient agricultural 

practices that increase 

productivity and production, 

that help maintain ecosystems, 

that strengthen capacity for 

adaptation to climate change, 

extreme weather, drought, 

flooding and other disasters and 

that progressively improve land 

and soil quality 

Sustainable use of land 

resources for food 

production.  

2.5 By 2020, maintain the 

genetic diversity of seeds, 

cultivated plants and farmed 

and domesticated animals and 

their related wild species, 

including through soundly 

managed and diversified seed 

and plant banks at the national, 

regional and international 

levels, and promote access to 

and fair and equitable sharing 

of benefits arising from the 

utilization of genetic resources 

and associated traditional 

knowledge, as internationally 

agreed. 

Maintenance of diversity 

and inclusivity in 

availability of genetic 

resources. 

3) Ensure healthy lives and 

promote wellbeing for all at all 

ages.  

3.9 By 2030, substantially 

reduce the number of deaths 

and illnesses from hazardous 

chemicals and air, water and 

soil pollution and 

contamination.  

 

Use of resources in a more 

sustainable way that does 

not lead to pollution and 

contamination of the 

natural environment.  

4) Ensure inclusive and equitable 

quality education and promote 

4.7 By 2030, ensure that all 

learners acquire the knowledge 

and skills needed to promote 

Provision of education on 

sustainable resource 
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lifelong learning opportunities for 

all. 

sustainable development, 

including, among others, 

through education for 

sustainable development and 

sustainable lifestyles, human 

rights, gender equality, 

promotion of a culture of peace 

and non-violence, global 

citizenship and appreciation of 

cultural diversity and of 

culture’s contribution to 

sustainable development. 

extraction, production, 

use and disposal.  

5) Achieve gender equality and 

empower all women and girls. 

5.2 Eliminate all forms of 

violence against all women and 

girls in the public and private 

spheres, including trafficking 

and sexual and other types of 

exploitation. 

 

End sexual exploitation of 

women linked to the 

mining industry in some 

regions. 

5.A Undertake reforms to give 

women equal rights to economic 

resources, as well as access to 

ownership and control over land 

and other forms of property, 

financial services, inheritance 

and natural resources, in 

accordance with national laws. 

Ensure women have the 

same ability to own and 

use resources as men. 

5.C Adopt and strengthen sound 

policies and enforceable 

legislation for the promotion of 

gender equality and the 

empowerment of all women and 

girls at all levels. 

Ensure gender equality in 

all practices relating to 

resource extraction, 

production, use and 

disposal.  

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal 

and equitable access to safe 

and affordable drinking water 

for all.  

Ensure access to water 

resources. 

6.3 By 2030, improve water 

quality by reducing pollution, 

eliminating dumping and 

minimizing release of hazardous 

chemicals and materials, 

halving the proportion of 

untreated wastewater and 

substantially increasing 

More sustainable waste 

disposal and water 

treatment practices to 

reduce pollution and 

contamination of water 

resources.  
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6) Ensure availability and 

sustainable management of water 

and sanitation for all. 

recycling and safe reuse 

globally. 

6.4 By 2030, substantially 

increase water-use efficiency 

across all sectors and ensure 

sustainable withdrawals and 

supply of freshwater to address 

water scarcity and substantially 

reduce the number of people 

suffering from water scarcity.  

Improved efficiency of 

water resource use. 

6.5 By 2030, implement 

integrated water resources 

management at all levels, 

including through transboundary 

cooperation as appropriate. 

Improve levels of 

integration in water 

resource management. 

6.6 By 2020, protect and 

restore water-related 

ecosystems, including 

mountains, forests, wetlands, 

rivers, aquifers and lakes. 

Better protection for 

natural water resources. 

6.A By 2030, expand 

international cooperation and 

capacity-building support to 

developing countries in water- 

and sanitation-related activities 

and programmes, including 

water harvesting, desalination, 

water efficiency, wastewater 

treatment, recycling and reuse 

technologies. 

Improve international 

information sharing on 

best practice for water 

resource management and 

use. 

6.B Support and strengthen the 

participation of local 

communities in improving water 

and sanitation management. 

Increase role of local 

communities in managing 

water resources. 

7.2 By 2030, increase 

substantially the share of 

renewable energy in the global 

energy mix. 

Move away from use of 

non-renewable fossil fuel 

resources. 
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7) Ensure access to affordable, 

reliable, sustainable and modern 

energy for all.  

7.A By 2030, enhance 

international cooperation to 

facilitate access to clean energy 

research and technology, 

including renewable energy, 

energy efficiency and advanced 

and cleaner fossil-fuel 

technology, and promote 

investment in energy 

infrastructure and clean energy 

technology. 

Again, move away from 

use of non-renewable 

fossil fuel resources, and 

improve use of these 

resources to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions. 

8) Promote sustained, inclusive 

and sustainable economic 

growth, full and productive 

employment, and decent work 

for all. 

8.4 Improve progressively, 

through 2030, global resource 

efficiency in consumption and 

production and endeavour to 

decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation, in 

accordance with the 10-year 

framework of programmes on 

sustainable consumption and 

production, with developed 

countries taking the lead.  

Reduce environmental 

harm due to resource use 

and improve efficiency in 

consumption and 

production.   

8.7 Take immediate and 

effective measures to eradicate 

forced labour, end modern 

slavery and human trafficking 

and secure the prohibition and 

elimination of the worst forms 

of child labour, including 

recruitment and use of child 

soldiers, and by 2025 end child 

labour in all its forms. 

Act to end forced labour 

and child labour in the 

mining industry in some 

regions. 

8.8 Protect labour rights and 

promote safe and secure 

working environments for all 

workers, including migrant 

workers, in particular women 

migrants, and those in 

precarious employment. 

Improve working 

conditions in resource 

extraction jobs such as 

the mining and farming 

industries. 

9.1 Develop quality, reliable, 

sustainable and resilient 

infrastructure, including 

regional and transborder 

infrastructure, to support 

Improve infrastructure 

related to resource 

extraction, production, 

use and disposal. 

Particularly the latter is 
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9) Build resilient infrastructure, 

promote inclusive and 

sustainable industrialisation, and 

foster innovation. 

economic development and 

human well-being, with a focus 

on affordable and equitable 

access for all. 

likely to come under the 

jurisdiction of the 

government/local 

governing bodies. 

9.4 By 2030, upgrade 

infrastructure and retrofit 

industries to make them 

sustainable, with increased 

resource-use efficiency and 

greater adoption of clean and 

environmentally sound 

technologies and industrial 

processes, with all countries 

taking action in accordance 

with their respective 

capabilities. 

Improve resource-use 

efficiency in 

infrastructure. Make 

infrastructure that is 

related to resource 

extraction, production, 

use and disposal more 

sustainable.  

9.A Facilitate sustainable and 

resilient infrastructure 

development in developing 

countries through enhanced 

financial, technological and 

technical support to African 

countries, least developed 

countries, landlocked 

developing countries and small 

island developing States. 

Aid developing countries 

in improving their 

infrastructure related to 

resource extraction, 

production, use and 

disposal. Again the latter 

will be where the 

government plays the 

largest role.  

10) Reduce inequality within and 

among countries. 

10.1 By 2030, progressively 

achieve and sustain income 

growth of the bottom 40 per 

cent of the population at a rate 

higher than the national 

average. 

Achieve income growth 

for those in the bottom 40 

percent of the population 

who are involved in 

resource extraction, 

production or disposal.  

10.2 By 2030, empower and 

promote the social, economic 

and political inclusion of all, 

irrespective of age, sex, 

disability, race, ethnicity, 

origin, religion or economic or 

other status. 

Promote an end to 

economic inequalities in 

resource extraction, 

production and disposal 

e.g. female workers paid 

less. 

10.4 Adopt policies, especially 

fiscal, wage and social 

protection policies, and 

progressively achieve greater 

equality. 

Use policy to work 

towards equality for 

workers in resource use, 

production and 

extraction.  
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11) Make cities and human 

settlements inclusive, safe, 

resilient and sustainable.  

11.3 By 2030, enhance inclusive 

and sustainable urbanization 

and capacity for participatory, 

integrated and sustainable 

human settlement planning and 

management in all countries. 

Ensure infrastructure for 

waste disposal is 

adequate and sustainable.  

11.5 By 2030, significantly 

reduce the number of deaths 

and the number of people 

affected and substantially 

decrease the direct economic 

losses relative to global gross 

domestic product caused by 

disasters, including water-

related disasters, with a focus 

on protecting the poor and 

people in vulnerable situations.  

Reduce number of deaths 

and economic losses due 

to disasters related to 

hazardous waste/poor 

waste disposal. 

11.6 By 2030, reduce the 

adverse per capita 

environmental impact of cities, 

including by paying special 

attention to air quality and 

municipal and other waste 

management. 

Reduce the environmental 

impact of cities due to 

pollution caused by 

resource extraction, 

production, use or 

disposal or due to other 

waste management 

deficiencies.  

11.B By 2020, substantially 

increase the number of cities 

and human settlements 

adopting and implementing 

integrated policies and plans 

towards inclusion, resource 

efficiency, mitigation and 

adaptation to climate change, 

resilience to disasters, and 

develop and implement, in line 

with the Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-

2030, holistic disaster risk 

management at all levels. 

Cities and human 

settlements more 

sustainable and efficiently 

use reosurces.  

12.1 Implement the 10-year 

framework of programmes on 

sustainable consumption and 

production, all countries taking 

action, with developed 

countries taking the lead, taking 

into account the development 

Implement sustainable 

consumption of and 

production using 

resources. 
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12) Ensure sustainable 

consumption and production 

patterns. 

and capabilities of developing 

countries. 

12.2 By 2030, achieve the 

sustainable management and 

efficient use of natural 

resources. 

Manage natural resources 

sustainably and use them 

efficiently. 

12.3 By 2030, halve per capita 

global food waste at the retail 

and consumer levels and reduce 

food losses along production 

and supply chains, including 

post-harvest losses.  

Increase efficiency of 

food resource extraction, 

production and use.  

12.4 By 2020, achieve the 

environmentally sound 

management of chemicals and 

all wastes throughout their life 

cycle, in accordance with 

agreed international 

frameworks, and significantly 

reduce their release to air, 

water and soil in order to 

minimize their adverse impacts 

on human health and the 

environment. 

Improve waste 

management to reduce 

pollution and 

contamination.  

12.5 By 2030, substantially 

reduce waste generation 

through prevention, reduction, 

recycling and reuse.  

Reduce waste of 

resources through 

increased efficiency of 

use, recycling and reuse.  

12.6 Encourage companies, 

especially large and 

transnational companies, to 

adopt sustainable practices and 

to integrate sustainability 

information into their reporting 

cycle. 

Encourage sustainable 

practice from companies 

in relation to resource 

extraction, production or 

disposal involved in their 

work or funded by them 

and encourage them to 

report on this. 

12.7 Promote public 

procurement practices that are 

sustainable, in accordance with 

national policies and priorities. 

Ensure publicly procured 

resources are sustainably 

extracted, produced, used 

and disposed of.  

12.8 By 2030, ensure that 

people everywhere have the 

relevant information and 

awareness for sustainable 

Raise awareness of how to 

promote sustainable 

resource extraction, 

production and disposal 

with your lifestyle and of 
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development and lifestyles in 

harmony with nature.  

how to use resources 

sustainably. 

12.A Support developing 

countries to strengthen their 

scientific and technological 

capacity to move towards more 

sustainable patterns of 

consumption and production. 

Support developing 

countries in building their 

ability to produce and use 

resources sustainably.  

12.C Rationalize inefficient 

fossil-fuel subsidies that 

encourage wasteful 

consumption by removing 

market distortions, in 

accordance with national 

circumstances, including by 

restructuring taxation and 

phasing out those harmful 

subsidies, where they exist, to 

reflect their environmental 

impacts, taking fully into 

account the specific needs and 

conditions of developing 

countries and minimizing the 

possible adverse impacts on 

their development in a manner 

that protects the poor and the 

affected communities.  

Move away from 

subsidization of finite 

fossil fuel resources 

whose use has the 

negative environmental 

impact of contributing to 

global warming.   

13) Take urgent action to combat 

climate change and its impacts 

(taking note of agreements made 

by the UNFCCC forum). 

13.2 Integrate climate change 

measures into national policies, 

strategies and planning. 

 

Take action at a national 

level to ensure resource 

extraction, production, 

use and disposal is carried 

out in a way that 

minimises its contribution 

to climate change. 

13.3 Improve education, 

awareness-raising and human 

and institutional capacity on 

climate change mitigation, 

adaptation, impact reduction 

and early warning. 

Educate people about 

ways they can extract, 

produce, use and dispose 

of resources in a way that 

minimises their 

contribution to global 

warming.  

13.A Implement the 

commitment undertaken by 

developed-country parties to 

the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change 

Provide funding to 

developing countries in 

part to help them invest 

in means of extracting, 

producing, using and 
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to a goal of mobilizing jointly 

$100 billion annually by 2020 

from all sources to address the 

needs of developing countries in 

the context of meaningful 

mitigation actions and 

transparency on implementation 

and fully operationalize the 

Green Climate Fund through its 

capitalization as soon as 

possible. 

disposing of resources in a 

way that minimises 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

13.B Promote mechanisms for 

raising capacity for effective 

climate change-related planning 

and management in least 

developed countries and small 

island developing States, 

including focusing on women, 

youth and local and 

marginalized communities. 

Encourage improvement 

of resource extraction, 

production, use and 

disposal in developing 

countries to reduce how 

much these activities 

contribute to climate 

change.  

14) Conserve and sustainably use 

the oceans, seas and marine 

resources for sustainable 

development.  

 

14.1 By 2025, prevent and 

significantly reduce marine 

pollution of all kinds, in 

particular from land-based 

activities, including marine 

debris and nutrient pollution.  

Improve waste disposal 

practice to reduce 

pollution of the oceans. 

14.3  

Minimize and address the 

impacts of ocean acidification, 

including through enhanced 

scientific cooperation at all 

levels.  

Improve resource 

extraction, production, 

use and disposal to reduce 

contributions to ocean 

acidification. 

14.4 By 2020, effectively 

regulate harvesting and end 

overfishing, illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing and 

destructive fishing practices and 

implement science-based 

management plans, in order to 

restore fish stocks in the 

shortest time feasible, at least 

to levels that can produce 

maximum sustainable yield as 

determined by their biological 

characteristics. 

Improve sustainability of 

extraction of fish stock 

resources from oceans.  
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14.6 By 2020, prohibit certain 

forms of fisheries subsidies 

which contribute to 

overcapacity and overfishing, 

eliminate subsidies that 

contribute to illegal, unreported 

and unregulated fishing and 

refrain from introducing new 

such subsidies, recognizing that 

appropriate and effective 

special and differential 

treatment for developing and 

least developed countries 

should be an integral part of the 

World Trade Organization 

fisheries subsidies negotiation. 

Get rid of fishery 

subsidies that are 

contributing to the 

depletion of fish stocks. 

14.7 By 2030, increase the 

economic benefits to Small 

Island developing States and 

least developed countries from 

the sustainable use of marine 

resources, including through 

sustainable management of 

fisheries, aquaculture and 

tourism. 

Encourage developing 

countries to use marine 

resources sustainably. 

14.B Provide access for small-

scale artisanal fishers to marine 

resources and markets. 

Give small-scale 

fishermen access to 

marine resources.  

14.C Enhance the conservation 

and sustainable use of oceans 

and their resources by 

implementing international law 

as reflected in UNCLOS, which 

provides the legal framework 

for the conservation and 

sustainable use of oceans and 

their resources, as recalled in 

paragraph 158 of The Future We 

Want. 

Implement international 

law to ensure the 

sustainable use of ocean 

resources. 

15) Protect, restore and promote 

sustainable use of terrestrial 

ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification 

and halt and reverse land 

15.1 By 2020, ensure the 

conservation, restoration and 

sustainable use of terrestrial 

and inland freshwater 

ecosystems and their services, 

in particular forests, wetlands, 

Conserve freshwater 

resources and other 

natural resources that 

rely on them such as 

forests.  
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degradation, and halt 

biodiversity loss. 

mountains and drylands, in line 

with obligations under 

international agreements. 

15.2 By 2020, promote the 

implementation of sustainable 

management of all types of 

forests, halt deforestation, 

restore degraded forests and 

substantially increase 

afforestation and reforestation 

globally. 

Improve management of 

forests and work to 

rebuild this resource. 

15.3 By 2030, combat 

desertification, restore 

degraded land and soil, 

including land affected by 

desertification, drought and 

floods, and strive to achieve a 

land degradation-neutral world.  

Improve management of 

land resources to prevent 

degradation. 

15.B Mobilize significant 

resources from all sources and 

at all levels to finance 

sustainable forest management 

and provide adequate incentives 

to developing countries to 

advance such management, 

including for conservation and 

reforestation. 

Encourage sustainable 

forest management in 

developing countries. 

16) Promote peaceful and 

inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to 

justice for all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels. 

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, 

trafficking and all forms of 

violence against and torture of 

children. 

 

End the exploitation of 

children which occurs in 

mining in some regions.  

16.4 By 2030, significantly 

reduce illicit financial and arms 

flows, strengthen the recovery 

and return of stolen assets and 

combat all forms of organized 

crime. 

End the illicit flow of 

finances from mining in 

some regions.  

16.5 Substantially reduce 

corruption and bribery in all 

their forms. 

Reduce corruption and 

bribery related to 

resource extraction (e.g. 

mining), production and 

disposal.  

17) Strengthen the means of 

implementation and revitalise 

17.1 Strengthen domestic 

resource mobilization, including 

Fair taxes are collected 

from businesses related to 
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the global partnership for 

sustainable development. 

 

through international support to 

developing countries, to 

improve domestic capacity for 

tax and other revenue 

collection  

 

resource extraction, 

production or waste 

management, which can 

be used for SDG 

implementation.  

17.7 Promote the development, 

transfer, dissemination and 

diffusion of environmentally 

sound technologies to 

developing countries on 

favourable terms, including on 

concessional and preferential 

terms, as mutually agreed  

 

Environmentally sound 

technologies are used for 

resource extraction, use 

and waste management. 

17.14 Enhance policy 

coherence for sustainable 

development 

 

Resource extraction, use 

and disposal is realized in 

a coherent manner taking 

social, environmental and 

economic aspects full into 

account.  

 


